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Introduction 
Anti-Semitism is widespread throughout the Arab and Muslim world, manifested 
in many segments of society. This is the latest update in the Anti-Defamation 
League s ongoing compilation series of select anti-Semitic caricatures in the Arab 
and Muslim media.   

This report includes examples from January-June 2009.  During this period, the 
anti-Semitic cartoons appearing in many Arab and Muslim newspapers featured 
cartoons with common anti-Jewish themes related to regional and international 
events, including: 

 

Alleged Jewish control and domination of the United States, U.S. foreign policy 
and the Obama administration.  

 

Stereotypical images of Jews and Israelis as demonic with features such as 
protruding noses, long beards, and wearing large hats. 

 

Twisting Holocaust imagery and manipulating the horrors of the Holocaust by 
comparing the actions of Israeli/Jewish soldiers to the atrocities perpetrated by the 
Nazis.  

 

Jews as snakes, rats, and other animals considered evil forces in Arab culture.   

In addition, the Swine Flu pandemic served as fuel for a spate of cartoons 
depicting Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Israel as responsible for 
spreading the virus.  

Numerous cartoons used President Obama s June speech to the Arab world to 
portray alleged Jewish and Israeli control over U.S. foreign policy and political 
goals and depicted Jews and Israelis as dictating Obama s policy for the Middle 
East.  

These disturbing cartoons are collected in two special sections: Israel and the 
Swine Flu and Obama s Speech.  

All material in this compilation was translated by ADL from the original Arabic or is 
from other English language sources in the Middle East.   

On the cover:  
Left: Al-Bayan, February 11, 2009  
Right:  Al-Watan, April 30, 2009; Headline: The flu is in Israel.

 

Bottom: Ad-Dustur, May 9, 2009; Headline: Separation Wall.
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Algeria

  

Sawt Alahrar, February 10, 2009 
Headline: The Israeli Elections Commence.
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Bahrain

  

Akhbar al-Khalij, May 21, 2009   
Headline: Netanyahu in the White House.

  

On the right, Netanyahu is depicted as a donkey wearing earphones to prevent him from 
hearing anything, and is saying: I only came to speak.
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Akhbar al-Khalij, April 8, 2009 
Headline: Gaining Power through the Enemy is Treason.

 

The building on the left is the Bahraini Parliament. The man on the left is labeled 
Opposition and is saying: If we don t find someone to listen to us from inside, we 

exercise the right to speak to whomever we want and pointing to Netanyahu who is 
portrayed as the devil.    

Egypt 

  

Albadeel, February 2, 2009 
Headline: Big prize for the winner tomorrow in the Israeli elections.

 

The prize is the Nazi uniform on the right.  
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Jordan

  

Al-Ghad, June 1, 2009  
Headline: The Conspiracy of the Alternative State.

 

The Alternative State is based on the Palestinian belief that Israel does not want a 
Palestinian state but would like Jordan to incorporate the Palestinians, forming one large 
state. This cartoon shows serpents forming a menorah shape and taking over the Nakba 
Key,  a symbol of the return of the Palestinian refugees, implying that Jews are erasing 
Palestinian history.   

 

Al- Arab al-Yawm, May 31, 2009   
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Al- Arab al-Yawm, May 28, 2009 
Headline: The Israeli Knesset is voting for the plan of the Alternative State.

 

The Alternative State is based on the Palestinian belief that Israel does not want a 
Palestinian state but would like Jordan to incorporate the Palestinians, forming one large 
state.  The cartoon shows two options for Israeli policy: Option one is the Israeli national 
symbol and option two is the Israeli symbol corrupted by the scorpion with the Jewish 
star.   

 

Ad-Dustur, May 9, 2009  
Headline: Separation Wall.
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Assabeel, May 8, 2009  

 


