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MCA Romania was established in May 2002. The need for such an organization was 
identified after observing the general direction that Romanian society was taking in 
the post-1989 period; the year when the communist regime ended in Romania. MCA 
Romania is a non-profit and non-governmental Romanian legal entity which is still 
struggling for acceptance and consideration from Romanian officials whose general 
premise is that Romania is free of anti-Semitism and as such there is no requirement 
for an organization such as MCA Romania. This premise highlights the rooted 
reluctance to deal with the problems created by anti-Semitism in a realistic and 
socially correct manner.  MCA’s website is:  www.antisemitism.ro. 
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Politics 
Romania is the largest country in South-East Europe with a population of 22 million 
inhabitants. Between 1948 and 1989 Romania was governed by a communist regime. 
In 1989 Romania, along with the other former Eastern-bloc countries, renounced 
communism and began its very long transition towards democracy.  In November 
2002 Romania was invited to start negotiations for its permanent entrance to NATO. 
In December 2002 Romania was given a roadmap for joining the European Union in 
2007.  
 
According to a number of international reports, Romania suffers from widespread 
corruption, which must be eradicated before it can become a permanent member of 
NATO and the EU. According to some of the reports there are allegations that some 
members of the current Romanian Government are themselves deeply engaged in 
corrupt practices.   

Religion 
The major religion in Romania is Christian Orthodox affiliated   with the Greek 
Orthodox Church. There is no clear division between Church and State.  Moreover, 
after 50 years of religious restrictions imposed by the communist regime there is 
strong movement promoting religious revitalization. The Romanian Constitution clearly 
affirms the right of all minorities in Romania to practice their religions freely. 
However, there is a clear powerful and significant influence of the Romania Orthodox 
Church in each and every aspect of daily life in Romania.  
 
The religious importance and influence that governs all the aspects of life in Romania 
is emphasized by the prominent display of the Orthodox Cross in the Romanian 
Parliament. The Cross is flanked by two Romanian flags, and is positioned on the wall 
behind the speakers and the seat of the Parliament Chairman. 

Education and Social-ethnic tolerance 
The concept of “social and ethnic tolerance” is widely known, particularly by 
Romanians living in urban environments. However the application of this concept as a 
part of daily life is not yet a reality, as xenophobic attitudes are still very strongly held 
within Romanian society. At a time when the subject of tolerance is either avoided or 
tackled in a perfunctory manner in the speeches of Romanian officials at official 
events in Romania and abroad, there are no structured educational programs 
designed and implemented to reduce xenophobia and increase tolerance towards 
minorities.  
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Today’s Jewish Community  
Before WWII the population of the Jewish Community in Romania was 800,000.  At 
the end of the WWII only 400,000 Jews remained in Romania. Of those remaining 
Jews, more than 350,000 Romanian Jews immigrated to Israel in 1950’s and 1960’s. 
Today there are only about 7,000 – 9,000 Jews left in Romania, most of them elderly. 
Most members of the Jewish Community live in Bucharest and are in need of social 
assistance, usually provided by the Joint Distribution Committee though the 
Federation of the Romanian Jewish Communities in Romania. 
 
There are more than 700 Jewish cemeteries in Romania. Most of them are located in 
remote villages and small provincial cities where Jewish communities were 
extinguished a long time ago.  Many old synagogues and Jewish establishments can 
be found in these same remote locations. These reminders of what once were vivid 
and flourishing Jewish communities are today either used by the local authorities for 
other purposes or, because of a lack of funding, are closed and deteriorating from day 
to day. Since 1989 to this date, the process of returning Jewish property to its proper 
owners has not shown significant progress. The slow pace is reflective of different 
political agendas, and as a result, depending on political expediency, this process is 
either expedited or hindered, taken forward or reversed depending on the current 
situation.  
 

Holocaust 
As mentioned previously, the official number of Romanian Jews exterminated during 
WWII stands at 400,000. The military ruler of Romania during the first years of WWII, 
Marshal Ion Antonescu, a loyal supporter of Hitler and a fierce opponent of the 
expansion of Soviet Communism.  Antonescu viewed the Romanian Jewish population 
as “Judeo-Bolshevik” and with this image in the mind  of average Romanians, had a 
free hand to put in motion his plans to kill as many Jews as possible, through forced 
labor camps .   
 
Antonescu, was eventually removed from power and executed, and under the 
communist regime he was declared a war criminal. For some anticommunist activists 
(the “dissidents”) his persona was transformed into that of a martyr and national 
patriot.  
 
The communist regime which ruled Romania for 50 years did its best to ignore 
Romania’s responsibility towards the suffering of its Jewish minority.  
 
In order to avoid potential problems created by their Jewish origins many Romanian 
Jews who chose to remain in post-WWII Romania Romanized their Jewish names. 
Those that did not do so were suspected of not being loyal to Romania.  
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Jewish-related developments post-1989 
In 1989, immediately after the fall of the communist regime, a national ad-hoc 
movement started to act to rehabilitate Antonescu’s memory and name.  
 
Former intellectual dissidents, senior officers of the Romanian army, university 
professors and judges are among those that seek to rehabilitate Antonescu’s image 
into that of a national patriot, a hero of the Romanian nation.  
 
Most of these supporters ignore the crimes committed under the direct command of 
Antonescu against the Romanian Jewish population.  Indeed, Antonescu’s supporters 
openly dispute the official numbers of Jews that were exterminated. Several claim that 
Antonescu actually saved the Romanian Jewish population from total extermination. 
Using pseudo-scientific explanations they point to the fact that Romania is the Eastern 
European country with the highest percentage of WWII Jewish survivors. In their 
opinion this “fact” makes the numbers attributed to the dead Jewish population in 
Romania “acceptable” when compared to the numbers of Jews exterminated in 
Hungary and other countries.  
 
Until the summer of 2002, numerous streets and public squares were named after 
Marshal Ion Antonescu. His statues were displayed in public places.  
 
Also, until the summer of 2002, those downplaying the numbers of Romanian Jews 
killed in the Holocaust, or denying any Romanian responsibility for Jewish deaths in 
those years, could regularly be heard on radio and TV stations as well upon the open 
stages of the Romanian Academy. 
 

Anti-Semitism 
In today’s Romania beliefs such as “The Jews are behind the death of Jesus”, “The 
Jews are ruling the world through financial manipulations”, are still very widely-held, 
particularly by many in the older population of the country.  
 
Even the “pro-Jewish” attitude adopted by many Romanian officials is often based on 
the simplistic belief that the Jews control world politics and finance and Jewish favor 
can bring benefits to Romania.   

There is no doubt that just as in other countries, in Romania anti-Semitism and anti-
Israel feelings are mixed and linked. However, in Romania, virulent anti-Israel 
sentiment is less pronounced, and does not seem to feed anti-Semitic sentiments. 
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Anti-Semitic Incidents in 2002 

The anti-Semitic incidents reported in 2002 include:  the breaking-into of the Falticeni 
Synagogue; the breaking into of the Vatra Dornei Synagogue (both discovered in 
Summer 2002), and hateful anti-Semitic graffiti on Bucharest Jewish Theatre (October 
11-12) and on condominiums in Cluj (October 15).   

To date, there is little to no information on any police investigations into these 
incidents.   

Government’s attitude towards the Holocaust and Anti-Semitism 
The major development in 2002 was the Government’s introduction of Emergency 
Governmental Ordinance 31 (or OUG 31). This is the first legislative document 
released by any Romanian Government which has tried to define the phenomena of 
xenophobia and anti-Semitism as socially unacceptable crimes that have to be 
countered and that will be punished if committed. (See analysis of the Ordinance’s 
effectiveness below) 
 
The present Government came to power in November 2000 and is mainly comprised 
of members of the PSD (Romanian Social Democrat Party, former PDSR). The 
Romanian President, Mr. Ion Iliescu, is the leader of the PSD. When the PSD came to 
power in November 2000, after 4 years as the main opposition party, the primary 
objective of the new leadership was to ensure that Romania would be invited to start 
negotiations in 2002 to permanently join NATO. A previously unheard of public 
relations campaign began to promote Romania’s interests.  
 
Being aware that without the full support of the US Government, Senate and Congress 
this goal would not be achieved, leaders of Romania focused exclusively, beginning 
January 2001, on putting together a public relations effort which would convince the 
United States that NATO needs Romania more than Romania needs NATO. The 
Romanian Government's public relations campaign targeted American Jewish 
organizations, based on deeply-rooted and questionable assumptions about the power 
and influence of the U.S. Jewish community. This extensive PR effort, targeted entities 
within the US and Israel (government and non governmental organizations) that they 
believed could offer their support to Romanian efforts to enter into NATO. 
 
In June 2001, as a part of these efforts, a large Governmental delegation led by the 
Romanian Prime Minister Adrian Nastase visited Israel. In November 2001, another 
delegation led by Mr. Nastase visited the US and met leaders of the American Jewish 
community. The Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Gioana, also made a special 
effort to win Jewish support on the behalf of Romanian desire to join NATO. Mr. 
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Gioana, who was a successful Ambassador of Romania in Washington, is familiar with 
the U.S. Jewish community.   
 
More meetings with Jewish personalities took place during the visits Romanian officials 
made to the US in late January and early February 2002. In March 2002 a delegation 
led by Rabbi Andrew Baker of the American Jewish Committee was invited to take part 
in a high-profile conference in which leaders of nations wishing to join NATO 
participated. The conference took place in Bucharest.  
 
During these meeting with Jewish community officials, Romanian officials were asked 
to firmly and immediately deal with Romania’s responsibility towards the memory of 
the Jewish population. Government officials were faced with repeated questions on the 
measures being taken to prevent the nationalist veneration of Marshal Ion Antonescu.  
The groups also requested the adoption of laws to ensure the return of Jewish 
property, seized by the communists, to the rightful legal owners. Romanian leaders 
were also asked to adopt proper legislation to counter anti-Semitic speech and 
prosecute those engaged in anti-Jewish acts.   
 
In March 2002, as a result of international pressures the Prime Minister, Mr. Nastase, 
initiated the Emergency Governmental Ordinance 31 (or OUG 31). While the 
introduction of this Ordinance is significant, its effectiveness is mixed.  While there 
has been a crack-down on the veneration of Marshal Antonescu, extremists continue 
to spout hate speech with little fear of legal action.   

The  “Romania Mare” Party 
The semi-official visit of legendary Holocaust survivor, human rights activist and 
writer Elie Wiesel came during this period of NATO-campaigning. Those familiar with 
the Romanian political agenda were not surprised by the exposure this visit had within 
Romania. Wiesel, who was born in Romania, spoke directly of Romania’s responsibility 
towards the suffering of Romania’s Jewish population.  His statements triggered a 
vehement reaction from the “Romania Mare” (Greater Romania) party, including a 
statement by Party leader Cornel Vadim Tudor that the Wiesel visit demonstrated who 
“controls” the world, stating: “... we are not at their mercy and we are not one of their 
colonies, of the worldwide Zionist mafia.” The Romanian Government leadership did 
not condemn these statements.  
 
The post–1989 “Romania Mare” party was revived and is led by Cornel Vadim Tudor, a 
man who, before becoming a nationalist, was a loyal communist well known for his 
poems written as eulogies to Nicolae Ceausescu, the former communist dictator of 
Romania.  
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It is widely accepted that Tudor is a very eloquent intellectual who does not miss any 
opportunity to demonstrate his vast intellectual capacity.  It is also widely accepted 
that Tudor is a man whose personal charisma makes him appear, to a large segment 
of the population, as the leader who can bring the current high levels of 
institutionalized corruption to an end. Many also believe that he is the person who can 
restore the “lost” national pride of Romania.  
 
Tudor is a member of the Romanian Parliament, as are several other members of his 
party. Former and present high-ranking officers of the Romanian Army, as well as 
artists and writers are members of this controversial party which, unfortunately, has 
become a part of the Romanian political scene. 
 
The “Romania Mare” party has a continuous history of denying the atrocities 
committed against the Romanian Jewish population during WWII.  
  
The “Romanian Mare” party has its own publication named Romania Mare which is a 
widely read publication, due primarily to the publication’s attacks against corruption 
within the Government. However the same publication contains many articles 
expressing blatant anti-Semitism and unacceptable xenophobia.  
 
Why is the “Romania Mare” party tolerated?  It is tolerated first and foremost because 
of its widespread popularity with the electorate. This is not a small isolated party. This 
is a party that appeals to the large masses of the poor population of Romania.  
 
An active and vocal “Romania Mare” party also serves the interests of the current 
leading political class. As long as the threat the extreme “Romania Mare” party 
represents to the weak Romanian democracy is kept in the headlines the current 
leadership, no matter how weak, will be the preferred political choice among 
moderates and foreign leaders, 
 
The fact that Tudor has for year and years, been  an “honourable” member of the 
Romania Senate, the fact that he is still a member of the Romanian delegation to the 
EU Parliament, raises serious questions regarding the commitment of the Romanian 
political leadership to seriously countering xenophobia and anti-Semitism in Romania.   
 
One of the discussed possible replacements for Tudor in the EU is Professor Gheorghe 
Buzatu. However, such a replacement is far from an improvement. Professor 
Gheorghe Buzatu, is a much respected historian among the supporters of “Romania 
Mare” party, and is the country’s leading Holocaust denier.  Professor Buzatu is also 
one of the leaders behind the “Ion Antonescu” foundation which is active in promoting 
the image of Marshal Ion Antonescu as a national hero .  
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The Emergency Ordinance No. 31 of 2002 
Evaluation Report by Dr Alexandru Florian, Doctor in Sociology, for MCA Romania 
 
In March 2002 the Government of Romania issued the Emergency Ordinance No. 
31/2002 “regarding the prohibition of organizations and symbols with a fascist, racial 
or xenophobic character and the promotion of cult of persons guilty of committing 
offenses against peace and the human race”. This is the first Governmental legislation 
since 1989 that aims to rid society of extremism.  The Ordinance has two objectives:  

a. The elimination from public life of the cult of Marshal Antonescu, the leader of the 
totalitarian state in the period 1940-1944, who was subsequently sentenced to death 
and executed in 1946 as a war criminal. Marshal Antonescu was responsible for the 
death of at least 250,000 Jews throughout the territory of Romania, Basarabia, 
Bucovina and Transnistria. 

b. The prohibition of manifestations of anti-Semitism and of the denial of the 
Holocaust. 

The Emergency Ordinance is an expression of the political will of the party in power, 
the Social Democrat Party, to limit manifestations of extremism in the Romanian 
society. The Government adopted this Ordinance also as a consequence of the 
pressures exercised for more than 10 years by western governments, in particular the 
U.S., and by American and international Jewish organizations. 

Some of the provisions of this Ordinance are ambiguous. Thus, in chapter 2, article 4, 
paragraph 3, it is mentioned that the dissemination, sale or manufacturing of fascist, 
racial or xenophobic symbols, and respectively their use in public, is not an offence “if 
it is committed in the interest of art, science, research or education.” Such a 
formulation encourages the dissemination in schools and other public spaces of 
fascist, racial or xenophobic symbols and the cult of persons condemned for war 
crimes under the pretext of science, art or education. Therefore paragraph 3 
effectively annuls the impact of this Ordinance, as any public gathering or cultural 
work deemed to have scientific, educational or artist merit may be organized to 
promote extremist values. 
  
Article 6, Chapter 2, regarding the contesting or denial of the Holocaust, raised heated 
reactions and disputes amongst politicians and members of civil society seeking the 
definition of the Holocaust and even determining whether there was a Holocaust in 
Romania. In the end the judicial commission of the Senate formulated an extremely 
restrictive definition of the Holocaust, which was to be defined solely as the 
extermination of Jews in the gas chambers. Thus excluded from among the victims of 
the Nazi genocide the many other categories of citizens who were exterminated in the 
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concentration camps. This definition of the Holocaust artificially restricts the genocide 
– contrary to the facts that occurred in World War II – only to the gas chambers. 
Pursuant to this definition, in Romania or in the territories controlled by the Romanian 
administration and army, there was no Holocaust. The Emergency Ordinance with 
such a definition of the Holocaust annuls the very reason it was developed. 
 
In the 9 months since this Ordinance was issued there have been both positive and 
negative developments.  
 
Positive Developments:  

1. Central and local administrations began to take down, one by one the busts of the 
dictator Ion Antonescu, situated in the public domain or within public institutions. 

2. In mid-August the Prime Minister, Adrian Nastase, announced that 25 roads had 
been identified that held the name of “Marshal Ion Antonescu” throughout the 
country. Ten roads had their names changed by decisions of the local councils and 
soon the names of the other ones will be changed as well.  

 
Negative Developments:  
Anonymous anti-Semitism, extremist or mainstream, continued to manifest itself 
without legal action taken by the State or condemnation by civil society.  A few 
examples: 

1. The “Curentul” daily newspaper of August 7 reports: “The Mayor of Flamanzi wants 
Antonescu in front of the Village Council”. The mayor, a member of the National 
Liberal Party, states that “even in 10 years from now I will have the same ideas. I 
will say the same things. Antonescu should be built a golden bust and we should 
kiss it every day...” 

2. On the night of October 11-12, notorious and well-known German slogans were 
written on the walls of the Jewish Theatre, recalling the extermination camp at 
Auschwitz. On October 15th a TV channel reported on anti-Semitic slogans written 
on the walls of an apartment block in Cluj. To this day the perpetrators have not 
been caught. In the summer of 2002 a synagogue from Falticeni was desecrated, 
followed by another in Vatra Dornei. The perpetrators  remain unknown. 

3. Shortly after the executive power issued the Ordinance an exhibition of painted 
portraits was organized within the Government Palace. Marshall Antonescu’s 
portrait was amongst those displayed on the walls. 

4. In the courtyard of the Jilava Penitentiary, where Antonescu was executed, a 
monument dedicated to his memory was raised after 1990. It remains to this day. 

5. In the hall of the teacher’s entrance to the Iulia Hasdeu High School, Bucharest 
there is a memorial plaque that commemorates the participation of the King (Mihai 
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I), the ruler of the state (Marshal Ion Antonescu), and the Minister of National 
Culture (Ion Petrovici) at the inauguration of the new school building in 1942. 

Once in Parliament the Emergency Ordinance raised so much discontent that it has 
yet to be approved by the judicial commission. The commission got tied up at the 
definition of the Holocaust. Was there or was there not a Holocaust in Romania? 
The members of the Parliament cannot decide. Not only did politicians well known 
for their populist nationalism have contradictory reactions, so did politicians that 
appeared to be on the side of democratic values. The negation of the Holocaust in 
Romania by Senator Mircea Ionescu Quintus, for example, as a complete surprise. 

 
These politicians would rather opt for the claim that there was no Holocaust in 
Romania and that Antonescu’s regime participated in the Holocaust only in the 
territories occupied by Romania. This is also the version of history supported by 
the Minister of Culture and Cults, Academic Razvan Teodorescu, who initiated the 
Emergency Ordinance. This assertion was made on the occasion of a scientific 
session dedicated to a debate on the Holocaust issue, held at the Romanian 
Academy in June 2002. The reasoning is weak. Basarabia and Bucovina were 
occupied by the Romanian army in the summer of 1941 because they were former 
Romanian territories that were surrendered in the summer of 1940 to The USSR, 
pursuant to the Ribentrop-Molotov agreement from 1939. This was the pretext for 
which Antonescu ordered the crossing of the Prut, and for which Romania entered 
into an alliance with the Nazi Germany. To admit that only in these territories did 
the Romanian state massacre Jews, as some politicians try to suggest today in 
contradiction to the reality of the history, would mean that Basarabia and Bucovina 
became Romanian territories only after they were “cleaned” of Jews. This is typical 
of attempts at minimizing nationalism by pushing the Holocaust to the periphery, 
beyond the boundaries of Romania prior to its entrance into the war. 

6. Emergency Ordinance No. 31/2002 lies forgotten in the drawers of the Parliament 
commissions. It was not raised for discussion following the summer vacation of 
Parliament. 

7. The Vice President of the Senate, University Professor Gheorghe Buzatu, is a 
member of the Greater Romania Party and President of the Marshal Ion Antonescu 
League. He is also a proponent of the nationalist view of Romanian Holocaust 
historiography. In his capacity as president of the Marshal Ion Antonescu League 
he initiated the erection of Antonescu’s statue in the courtyard of the “Sfintii 
Constantin si Elena” Church of Bucharest.  

The appearance of the Emergency Ordinance did not change, in any way, his 
position in the Senate of Romania or the existence of the civil association which he 
continues to lead.  
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Anti-Semitic Rhetoric :  

1. C.V. Tudor and the Romania Mare Party:  The most violent and primitive 
attacks took place in the months of July and September. They were expressed by 
C.V. Tudor, the leader of the Romania Mare Party, and were spread both by the 
party’s official gazette, the Romania Mare weekly newspaper, and by the OTV 
television channel. Some of these messages were read verbatim from the tribune 
of the Senate of Romania, without allowing for any reaction from those present in 
the meeting room. Beyond the vulgarities issued against some persons of Jewish 
nationality, C.V. Tudor, with the ability of any right extreme leader, masters 
almost all the anti-Semitic canons. Here are some anti-Semitic themes from his 
recent speeches.  
 
The minimizing and denial of the Holocaust: “Between you and me, the 
Holocaust got to be more important than a religion: if somebody denies God, 
nothing happens to him, if he denies the Holocaust, he risks to suffer a criminal 
sentence, like the great French philosopher Roger Garaudy (Ed note: the well-
known Holocaust denier), or even to be set to prison. This is too much. No normal 
person can deny the Holocaust, which was a tragic reality of the humanity, but, for 
God’s sake, we entered the third millennium, let’s start thinking of the future, let’s 
get out of the prison of the past darkness!” (Declaration issued in the plenum of 
the Senate of Romania and broadcast by OTV on Monday, September 9, 2002).  
 
Zionism – the main danger of the contemporary world: In the same 
broadcast the Greater Romania Party Senator unleashed an unbridled attack 
against Elie Wiesel, pointing out the root of all evils in the present world. “... we 
are not at their mercy and we are not one of their colonies, of the worldwide 
Zionist mafia.” 
 
The veneration of Antonescu and accusations against Jews for provoking 
persecution and genocide: On April 2nd, C.V. Tudor held a speech in the plenum 
of the Senate meant to condemn the initiative of the Nastase Government to 
prohibit the veneration of Antonescu, in which he denied the Holocaust and asked 
for the reconsideration of the marshal as a hero of the Romanian nation. Following 
which he developed the pro-Antonescu theme in the OTV broadcast referred to 
previously. The matter became absurd after it developed into an inversion of 
relations between the marshal and the Jews “The Jews should erect statues (to 
Antonescu – our note) themselves... Marshal Antonescu saved the Jews and we 
shall continue to defend his traces that still exist in the country at present...” 
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Although he denies that there is anti-Semitism in Romania today, C.V. Tudor finds 
its cause. To summarize his views: the Jews, Romanian or Israeli citizens, aim to 
get rich to the detriment of the Romanians. They ask assiduously for the restitution 
of community properties or undertake dubious business, and in order to “cover” 
this behaviour harmful for Romania, the GRP Senator suggests, they resort to 
accusing Romanians of anti-Semitism. “The issue of the Jew properties in Romania, 
here, dear televiewers, is the root, the spring, the explanation of this campaign of 
blaming the Romanian people... All big delinquents give the big shots of tens and 
even hundreds and millions of dollars, after which they disappear in only one 
direction, in Israel” (the same OTV broadcast of July 31). 
 
Senator C.V. Tudor denies the authority of Emergency Ordinance no. 
31/2002: “What law? There is no such law! There is an Ordinance... What 
Ordinance, sir? ... The Parliament was working, the Government is not allowed to 
issue a hail of ordinances as long as the Parliament is working, sir!... The 
Ordinance was blocked in the Senate” (the same OTV broadcast of July 31). 
 
In October the OTV channel was suspended. One of the reasons behind this 
decision of the National Council of the Audiovisual was the anti-Semitic message of 
the Senator C.V. Tudor broadcast, more than once, by this television channel. 
Unexpectedly, the situation created around the OTV channel was a good pretext 
for exculpating, once again, the anti-Semitism of some of the members of the 
intellectual elite. 
 

2. Paul Goma:  The extreme anti-Semitism represented in the politics of the GRP 
and C.V. Tudor is also to be found in the cultural anti-Semitism of Paul Goma. 
Goma, a former dissident during the Ceausescu epoch, exiled in Paris, published in 
two issues of Vatra review, nos. 3-4 and 5-6/2002, an article entitled “Bessarabia 
and the ‘Problem’” - a text of the same ferocious and hateful anti-Semitism as 
Vadim’s speeches. Paul Goma proves to be a radical negativist. His primitive and 
violent anti-Semitism combines themes from the inter-war period with current 
anti-Semitism, and Islamic fundamentalism, blaming the Israeli people for being 
criminals in the treatment of the Palestinians.  
 
Among his statements:  ” the falsity, the stupidity of the ’anti-Semitic’ term, when 
Semites are also the Maltese and the Berbers and the Arabs and, who would 
believe it!, today, in Israel: the Palestinians!” (Vatra, no. 3-4/2002, p. 35). At the 
same time, the Jews are guilty of the Holocaust: “What could have happened in 
only one week: June 28 – July 2, 1940, that the Romanians had gone crazy, had 
gone mad, asking, promising – the Romanians – revenge against the Jews, 
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according to the Lex Talionis, that asks for «an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth»?” (idem, p. 34). 
 
Paul Goma resorts to negative, deeply trivial characterizations addressed to the 
Jews. Thus the Jews who do not admit that they were the first cause of the 
pogroms “ignore with an inadmissible (and illiterate, too – do they really do this 
only because of illiteracy, they, the People of the Book?) race superiority, the 
chronological, historic truth, that says that ... the aggression of the Jews during 
the evacuation of the Romanians from the abandoned territories signified the Eye – 
the first one – and what happened after one year – inadmissible, reprehensible, 
criminal – was, alas!, an answer to aggression, ’the Eye’ cut out for ’the Eye’ that 
had been cut out – it was the revenge of the Romanian against the Jew”.  (idem, 
p. 35). 
 
Paul Goma blames the Israeli people for being the criminals in their treatment of 
the Palestinians. “It is difficult, very difficult for the Jews, installed for two 
millenniums in the status of victims, in the culture of the unique genocide: Shoah, 
to admit the historic truth, saying that: the genocide is declined, unfortunately, at 
the plural. Imposing the monopoly on the sufferings caused by the persecutions 
they were victims of more than half a century ago, and at the same time denying, 
making relative, forbidding to be taken into discussion other mass liquidations, 
other innocent victims, other martyred communities than theirs – proves 
insolence, ethnic indifference and, paradoxically: lack of intelligence. But even 
more difficult for the Jews is to admit that even they were executioners for other 
communities – and they continue to be, today, in Palestine.”. (Vatra, nos. 5-
6/2002, p. 37). 
 
 

Conclusion: 
 
In conclusion, as evidenced by the above examples, to date, the Ordinance does not 
function as hoped.  It was used only when the central or local administration had a 
direct interest in it; such as in the demolishing of Ion Antonescu’s statues. 
 
Emergency Ordinance no. 31/2002 cannot change mentalities. However, it does 
represent a possible instrument, which if used together with others, will help create a 
democratic, tolerant civic environment, open to dialogue and also to assuming 
responsibility for our own history. But if there is no political will to finalize the 
legislative measure, to improve the contents of its provisions and to transform it into 
a law, Emergency Ordinance No. 31/2002 will remain the expression of a speculative 
action. Until now the main result is only one of political record. 
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