THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202

Apnil 10, 2003

Mr. Abraham H. Foxman
.National Director

Anu-Defamation League

823 United Narions Plaza

MWew York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Foxman:

T wanr to take this opperfunity to make clear my view of the role of faith and values in
-education. I have a life-long record of service 1o our public schools and have devoted my
career to making public schools berter for all of our nation's children. And, of course, |
understand completely and respect the separation of church and stare.

[ am a man of Christian faith. My faitk has given me great swength in my life and bas
snabled me to achieve much in a world thar for me and many of my generation, began
with low expectations for achievement. Those values of my faith are shared by many
other faiths and they have added a meaningful dimension to my educeton. My
comments were intended to convey that reflection. My personal faith is in no way an
indication of disrespect for other faiths,

In all of my roles in education — from the university level o the very diverse wner-city
school system of Houston, Texas — [ have always encouraged respect for all individuals
from all faiths, all beliefs, and all walks of life.

Wothing 1 said, and nothing [ have ever done in my career of public service, suggests a
desire or a willingness 1o impose my values on others. As a son of the once-segresated
Sowth, I know a lirle something abour inrolerance. Intolerance in all i forms 18
abhorrent to me and to the values of this great country.

1 look forward 10 working with you in the future.

Sincerely,

Rod Paige

Ol Missn £ 1o enswre equal access [0 educaion and fo promote educational exceliemor throughour the NMapor



