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At atime when President Obama has traveled to Cairo and delivered a historic
speech offering reconciliation and partnership between the U.S. and the Muslim world
and between Israel and her Arab neighbors, at atime when Egypt is seen as being able
to play acritical role in bringing about the goals the President laid out in his speech, a
culture of permissiveness persists in Egypt that enables anti-Jewish sentiment to
flourish in the Egyptian press without a single word of condemnation or criticism
from political or civic leaders. President Mubarak’s government continues to engage
in business as usual when it comes to blatant expressions of anti-Semitism in the
media which seep into Egyptian society undermining the attempts by the new U.S.
administration to deliver on the promise of the President’s Cairo speech.

Anti-Semitism in Egypt has contributed to the barriers that have existed since
1979 when Israeli Prime Minister and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat signed a
historic peace agreement. Y et, in the past thirty years relations between the two
countries have not developed passed proper cordiality—neither government
encourages interaction between citizens of the two countries, and cultural exchanges
arevirtually non-existent. This “cold peace” between Israel and Egypt is most
apparent in the Egyptian mediawhere al too often Jews and Israelis are depicted in a
derogatory and incendiary manner.

Daily newspapers and television shows prominently propagate age-old anti-
Semitic themes with Jews portrayed as stooped, hook-nosed and money-hungry,
fighting for world domination. This plethora of anti-Semitic themes and statementsin
the media portrays the tacit approval of anti-Semitic sentiments in Egyptian society—
writers capitalize on age-old anti-Semitic canards with statements such as “The Jews
control the American media... The Jews control the most important American
newspapers...” (Al-Ahram, March 7, 2007). These statements are matched by equally
offensive cartoons depicting Jews as controlling the international financial systems
and the American government. Other hateful themes, such as Jewish exploitation of
the Holocaust are common in daily papers, with claims such as “Since the Jews know
to take advantage of their catastrophes through reaping their fruits as if the tragedy
bore fruits” (Al-Akhbar, January 28, 2007). Other articles deny or diminish the
Holocaust, while cartoonists depict Isragli leaders as Nazis.

This spate of anti-Semitic sentiment is largely seen in the media, but recently
it has manifested itself in active discrimination—such as the Egyptian government’s
attempt to exclude Israeli doctors and scientist from an international conference on
breast cancer. Furthermore, in arare but very public instance Egyptian Culture
Minister Farouk Hosni gave an anti-Semitic diatribe after losing the UNESCO
chairmanship to Bulgarian diplomat Irina Bokova, stating: “It was clear by the end of
the competition that there was a conspiracy against me ... There are agroup of the
world's Jews who had a major influence in the elections who were a serious threat to
Egypt taking this position.”

While such statements by government officials are, indeed, rare, when placed
in the context of the virulently anti-Semitic Egyptian media, they become all the more
troubling.

In the report below you will find recent examples of anti-Semitic cartoons and articles
which exemplify the anti-Jewish sentiments to which Egyptians are regularly
exposed.
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Al-Yawm As-Sabe’a, Sep 5, 2009
Headline: “River Nile Basin”
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Al-Yawm As-Sabe'a, July 13, 2009
Toilet paper roll reads: “Amnesty International”
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Al-Ahram Weekly, January 29-February 4, 2009
The Jew is holding asign which reads. “The Israeli Council of Ministers.”

Al-Ahram, January 23, 2009
Headline: “No comment.”

The snake has a Jewish star on it and the bomb in its mouth is labeled: “The resistance
in Gaza.”
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Al-Ahram, January 25, 2009
The bottom of the cartoon reads; “No comment.”

Badeel, January 25, 2009
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Al-Ahram Weekly, January 15-21, 2009
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Al-Ahram, January 14, 2009
Headline: “The Israeli Ground Hostility against Gaza.” At the bottom: “No
comment.”
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Al-Ahram weeklyJanuary 8.4, 2009
Formerlsrael Prime Minister, Ehud Olmert, is compared to a bull in a china shop.
His horns are shaped like a Jewish menorah.
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