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Student Handout   

MENDING WALL by Robert Frost   

Something there is that doesn t love a wall,  
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it,  
And spills the upper boulders in the sun,  
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.  
The work of hunters is another thing:  
I have come after them and made repair  
Where they have left not one stone on a stone,  
But they would have the rabbit out of hiding,  
To please the yelping dogs. The gaps I mean,  
No one has seen them made or heard them made,  
But at spring mending-time we find them there.  
I let my neighbor know beyond the hill;  
And on a day we meet to walk the line  
And set the wall between us once again.  
We keep the wall between us as we go.  
To each the boulders that have fallen to each.  
And some are loaves and some so nearly balls  
We have to use a spell to make them balance:  
Stay where you are until our backs are turned!

 

We wear our fingers rough with handling them.  
Oh, just another kind of out-door game,  
One on a side. It comes to little more:  
There where it is we do not need the wall:  
He is all pine and I am apple orchard.  
My apple trees will never get across  
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him.  
He only says, Good fences make good neighbors.

 

Spring is the mischief in me, and I wonder  
If I could put a notion in his head:  
Why do they make good neighbors? Isn t it  

Where there are cows?  
But here there are no cows.  
Before I built a wall I d ask to know  
What I was walling in or walling out,  
And to whom I was like to give offence.  
Something there is that doesn t love a wall,  
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That wants it down. I could say Elves to him,  
But it s not elves exactly, and I d rather  
He said it for himself. I see him there  
Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top  
In each hand, like an old-stone savage armed.  
He moves in darkness as it seems to me, 
Not of woods only and the shade of trees.  
He will not go behind his father s saying,  
And he likes having thought of it so well  
He says again, Good fences make good neighbors.

  

Questions for Discussion/Writing 

1. What does the narrator mean by, Something there is that doesn t love a wall ? How does the 
meaning of this phrase change when it is repeated during the last part of the poem? 

2. Why is there a wall separating the neighbors properties? Why do they repair it each spring?  

3. What does the narrator mean when he says, Oh just another kind of out-door game ? Does he think 
the wall is necessary? What does his neighbor think? 

4. The narrator says, Before I built a wall I d ask to know / What I was walling in or walling out, / And 
to whom I was like to give offence. Do you think the builders of the wall thought about these 
questions? Why or why not? 

5. What does the narrator mean when he describes his neighbor as an old-stone savage armed, who 
moves in darkness and will not go behind his father s saying ?  

6. The neighbor in the poem asserts that Good fences make good neighbors. What do you think makes 
a better neighbor, good boundaries or good communication? Why? 

7. The wall in the poem is a stone fence between two pieces of property. What other kinds of walls, 
literal and metaphorical, might this wall be a symbol for? 

8. What does the poem suggest about the nature of walls?  

9. When have you felt walled in or walled out in your own life? What caused you to feel this way?   

Topics for Further Study/Writing 

1. Research a well-known wall in history (e.g., Berlin Wall, Israel/Palestine Security Barrier, Great Wall 
of China, Hadrian s Wall, Maginot Line, U.S.  Mexico Border Fence). Write a brief essay answering 
the following questions: Did this wall make for good neighbors ? What did the wall accomplish? 
What problems did it create? 

2. Write a poem about a barrier that separates one human being from another. 

3. Write a dialogue between two people on different sides of the U.S.  Mexico Border Fence that 
addresses the themes in Mending Wall and that explores the tensions that exist around immigration in 
our society. 
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Student Handout   

A VOICE FROM THE BORDER by Jorge Nunez  

I stand on an unknown shore,  
It seems as I wash upon it.  
My mind is blurred, I really don t recall what happened.  
Maybe a shipwreck, where I might have fell overboard,  
I stand here on this strange shore.  
It seems out of this world that a huge wall would be  
Running as far as my eyes could see onto the land  
And straight into the ocean water.  
It s a strange place, and for a second I think I m no 
longer on earth.  
A woman s voice tells me your family your kids  

And your mother  
Can come up to this wall to see you,  
But you can t cross over.  
My thoughts are confused,  
My heart is pounding, I suggest to this woman  
I just want to step on this side for a second.  
She tells me I can t  
They ll call you an alien.  
It feels like I m dreaming,  
I sit on the sand, my head hanging I look up and stare into the sunset  
And try to remember how I got on this side of the wall 
On to this strange soil.   

© Jorge Nunez/Youth Radio 

  

Questions for Discussion/Writing 

1. Where do you think the strange shore that the narrator washed up 
onto might be located? How do you think he got there? 

2. What do you think the huge wall is that stretches before the narrator? 

3. What feeling does the scene evoke? Why do you think the narrator 
feels that he is no longer on earth ? 

4. Why do you think the narrator is forbidden to cross over the wall, even 
though his family is on the other side? 

5. What explanation does the woman give for this prohibition? Who or 
what do you think the woman represents? 

6. What do you think the wall symbolizes, both literally and figuratively?  
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Student Handout   

700-MILE BORDER FENCE BETWEEN  
THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO1   

In an effort to stem the tide of illegal immigration coming up from 
Mexico, the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives passed the 

Secure Fence Act of 2006, which was signed by President Bush. 
The bill calls for the construction of about 700 miles of fencing along 
the Mexico-U.S. border. There are already several walls or fences 
between the two countries, most notably in highly populated areas. 
However, opponents argue the proposed wall would harm 
environmentally sensitive areas, hurt the economies of border towns, 
and is not worth the cost.   

READER COMMENTS:   

Build it and they will NOT come. 

I agree that we need controls. I don t think the fence will completely stop the problem but it will slow it 
down and allow the border patrol agents some relief. The bill has passed, the money allocated, why hasn t 
it been implemented? 

Hey America, let s start curing the PROBLEMS that lie behind the issues, instead of just trying to cure 
the symptoms. Fences, no matter how big or large won t stop it, bodies of water won t stop it, guns won t 
even stop it. So WHY is that? Hmm...  

It s kind of a form of flattery. If I was right next to the Land of Opportunity, I d want in too. If these 
immigrants can become law-abiding, tax-paying citizens, then why not? Or if you don t go for that, let s 
pressure Cuba and Mexico to create more jobs and demand better living conditions in both countries and 
bring the land of opportunity to them.  

Go hang out at The Athens Regional emergency room for a few hours any day of the week and ask 
yourself, how long can we absorb illegal immigrants before our infrastructure collapses?

 

America was not founded on the principle of let s give everyone opportunity, then when someone 
actually succeeds immediately take everything they have earned and give it to illegals and lazy people. 
Funny, I don t remember that part in Social Studies. 

In South Texas during the last 6 weeks they have picked up 18 Africans (from Ethiopia and Eritrea) and 
26 Chinese illegal immigrants. They are not just coming from Mexico and Central America. At one time I 
was not in favor of the wall since it would cut through the campus of the University of Texas at 
Brownsville, TX. It will also cut the Sabal Palms Wildlife Sanctuary and many homes will be behind the 
wall. I am concerned about the locked gates and access for emergency vehicles will be limited, but the 
number of immigrants coming is ridiculous. They have caught over 47,000 since October 2007 and I 
would remind you that this number was given by the Border Patrol for the lower Rio Grande Valley. This 
includes only Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr Counties. Enough is enough.  
                                                           

 

1 This blog appears on ActiVote at http://savannah.activote.com/issues/border-fence-between-united-states-and-mexico.   

http://savannah.activote.com/issues/border-fence-between-united-states-and-mexico



