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AMERICAN ATTITUDES TOWARD ISRAEL, 
THE PALESTINIANS AND PROSPECTS FOR 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
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Methodology 

On behalf of the Anti-Defamation League, Marttila Strategies conducted a national 
telephone survey of 1,754 adults between October 13 and October 23, 2011. The 
base sample is 1,200 plus an oversample of 243 African Americans, and 227 
Hispanics, bringing the oversample for both communities to 400 each.   
 
For those questions answered by all 1,200 respondents, the survey results have a 
margin of error of +/- 2.8 percent. For many questions, the survey used the 
technique of “split sampling,” a process in which the 1,200 person sample was split 
into two demographically representative samples of 600 respondents each. For 
those questions that were answered by 600 respondents, the survey has a margin 
of error of +/- 4 percent. 
  
The purpose of split sampling in the survey was to maximize the number of 
questions that could be asked, to test different hypotheses about an issue, and to 
test the impact of different question wording.  
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Executive Summary 

By decisive numbers, Americans remain more sympathetic to Israel than to the 
Palestinians when thinking about the conflict in the Middle East.  
 
A majority of Americans remain skeptical about the prospects for peace between the 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
 
Americans continue to believe that Israel is very serious about wanting to reach a 
peace agreement with the Palestinians. They are divided about Palestinian leaders’ 
seriousness about wanting to reach a peace agreement.  

  
Americans believe that the Israelis and the Palestinians must directly negotiate their 
own solutions. American support for U.S. involvement in the peace process has 
decreased since 2009. They also reject the preconditions for resuming negotiations 
that the Palestinians have been demanding. 
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Executive Summary 

Americans support the creation of a Palestinian state, but they believe it must not be 
established until the Palestinians end violence and accept Israel’s legitimacy. The  
Palestinians’ divided government, especially one governed by Hamas, is a major 
obstacle to building American support for the Palestinians. 
 
Americans reject the idea for a UN vote to make Palestine an independent state. 
They believe direct negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians are the only 
appropriate way to create a Palestinian state.   
 
Americans think the Arab Spring will lead to lasting improvements for the people 
living in those countries, but they have mixed opinions about the Arab Spring’s 
impact on the United States.  
 
Americans believe Iran is developing nuclear capabilities and that Israel and the 
United States should consider a military response. 
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By decisive margins, Americans continue to sympathize more with Israel 
than with the Palestinians when it comes to the conflict in the Middle East,  
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“Thinking specifically about the current conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, 
are your sympathies more with Israel or the Palestinians?” 
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Faith in Israel as a strong American ally remains fully intact. 
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“Israel can be counted on as a strong, loyal U.S. ally.” 
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A clear majority of Americans say Israel is a crucial ally and that the 
relationship does not hurt the U.S. with the rest of the world. 
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“Which do you believe? Israel is a crucial American ally, OR America’s relationship 
with Israel hurts us with the rest of the world?” 
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Americans remain skeptical about the prospects for peace. 

39%

6%

27%

58%

5%
9%

26%
20%

9%

58%59%

45%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

2005 2007 2009 2011

Improved Worsened Stayed about the same

“Over the past six months, do you think the situation between Israel and the 
 Palestinians has improved, worsened or stayed about the same?” 
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Among those Americans who believe conditions for peace have worsened 
in the past six months, a majority blame the Palestinians.  
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“IF WORSENED, who do you think is primarily responsible for this change, Israel or 
the Palestinians?” 
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Americans continue to believe that Israel is very serious about wanting to 
reach a peace agreement with the Palestinians.  
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“In your opinion, how serious is Israel about wanting to reach a peace agreement 
 with the Palestinians -- is it very serious, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not 
 at all serious.” 
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Americans are divided on Palestinian leaders’ seriousness about wanting 
to reach a peace agreement. 

“In your opinion, how serious are the Palestinian leaders about wanting to reach a 
peace agreement with Israel – are they very serious, somewhat serious, not very 
serious, or not at all serious.” 
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Americans believe it is up to the Palestinians and the Israelis to negotiate 
the final terms of peace with minimal involvement from the United States. 
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“Peace between the Israelis and the Palestinians will never 
 take place without the continuing leadership and involvement 
 of the U.S. government.” 
 
“It is up to the Palestinians and the Israelis to solve their own 
 problems; any lasting peace agreement between them must 
 be reached with minimal involvement from the U.S.” 
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“The peace process will be 
 strengthened by the creation of 
 a Palestinian state as soon as 
 possible.” 

“A Palestinian state must not 
be established until 
Palestinians demonstrate a 
commitment to end violence and 
accept Israel’s legitimacy.” 

Which of these next two statements is closest to your own view? 

Americans support the creation of a Palestinian state but they believe it 
must not be established until the Palestinians end the violence and accept 
Israel’s legitimacy. 
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Americans agree that Israel and the Palestinians should engage in direct 
negotiations without any of the preconditions Palestinian leaders have 
demanded.  

Asked to choose, Americans supported 
direct negotiations between Israel and 
Palestinian leaders without prior 
agreements or preconditions. 

Support for direct negotiations without 
preconditions increased among 
Americans after learning it’s a position 
the U.S. government backs.  
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"Israel and Palestinian leaders should engage in
direct negotiations without any preconditions, a
position the U.S. supports."

"Israel should accept preconditions before direct
negotiations take place."
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"Israel should accept preconditions before direct
negotiations take place."
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Americans reject a UN vote to create a Palestinian state.  

“Which statement is closest to your own? 
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“Because of the stalemate in the 
peace process between Israel 
and the Palestinians, the UN 
should vote to make Palestine 
an independent state.” 

“Direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians are 
the only appropriate way to 
create a Palestinian state.” 
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A majority of Americans believe Israel has a right to build housing in 
Jerusalem.  

“One of the most significant areas of disagreement between the Israel and 
the Palestinians is the construction of Israeli housing within the city of 
Jerusalem. Which of the following statements is closest to your own view?” 
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“Palestinian leaders say that 
Israel must immediately stop all 
construction in areas still under 
dispute – including disputed 
neighborhoods in Jerusalem.” 

“Israeli leaders say that 
Jerusalem is – and always will 
be – the capital of Israel – and 
they have every right to build 
housing in their nation’s capital.” 
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Americans think the Arab Spring will lead to lasting improvements for 
people living in those countries. However, Americans have mixed views on 
the impact the Arab Spring will have on the United States.  
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“Do you think the Arab Spring will lead 
to lasting improvements for people living 
in these countries?” 
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“Do you think the Arab Spring will end up 
being good for the U.S., bad for the U.S. 
or won’t have much effect on the U.S.? 
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Americans are divided about working more closely with emerging Arab 
democracies at the expense of our relationship with Israel.  

Which of these next two statements is closest to your own view? 
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weakening our strong 
relationship with Israel.” 

“The U.S. has a moral and 
strategic obligation to keep our 
relationship with Israel strong, 
even if this means weakening our 
relationship with the Arab world.” 
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A majority of Americans believe Iran is an immediate or short-term threat 
to the security of the Middle East. 

26%

40%

24% 23%

14%

7%
5%

38%

30%
32%

22%

7%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

2007 2009 2011

 Immediate threat Threat in the near future

Potential threat further down the road No threat at all

“Which of the following describes your view of Iran: Iran is an immediate threat to 
the security of the Middle East, a threat to the security of the Middle East in the near 
future, a potential threat further down the road, or no threat at all?” 



M
ap

 —
 C

en
tra

l I
nt

el
lig

en
ce

 A
ge

nc
y 

21 

Americans believe that Iran is developing nuclear weapons. 
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“Do you believe that Iran is developing nuclear weapons?” 
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A majority of Americans would support military action against Iran by Israel
—and by the U.S.—to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons. 
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“Do you think that Israel should take 
 military action to keep Iran from 
 developing or trying to develop a 
 nuclear weapons program?” 
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“Do you think that the United States 
should take military action to keep Iran 
from developing or trying to develop a 
nuclear weapons program?” 
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Most Americans believe the national debate about U.S. policy toward 
Israel and the Middle East is vigorous and wide open and not stifled by 
American Jews.  

Which of these next two statements is closest to your own view? 
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“American Jews stifle debate 
about U.S. policy toward Israel 
and the Middle East.” 

“The national debate about U.S. 
policy toward Israel and the 
Middle East is vigorous and wide 
open.” 


