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earlierin New York that they should sup-
port Mz. Rabin and the peace process, the
ADL leaders said this made the lack of
condolences even more disconcerting.

The Prince said, “King Fahd felt a per-
sonal loss, even though he didn’t know Mr.
Rabin, because the world lost a fighter for
peace. I feel the same way, and a lot of our
people feel that way.” When asked if the’

ADL mission could convey this messageto"

Shimon Peres and Mrs. Rabin when they
went to Israel, he responded, “Absolutely.”

The'ADL leaders later delivered the
message, which received wide media cov=
erage.

group:

- * Saudi ‘Arabla is prepared to support
- measures to end the primary Arab boycott

by the Arab League. The country has taken
the lead iin the Gulf Cooperation Council to
end the secondary and tertiary boycotts.

* Syria seemed more receptive to the -
peace process following the assassination.

* He opposed the Middle East Develop-
ment bank supported by the U.S., Israel,
-Egypt, Jordan and the Palestmla_ns as,
unnecessary and wasteful. - i

* Saudi!Arabia will not cooperate with
Iraq as long as Saddam Hussein is in-
power. Iran remains a major threat to

- regional and international security. He

supports the U.S: containment pohcy of

" Iran.

At a luncheon with Prmce Bandar the
Saudi-Ambassador to the U.S., the Prince

~ told the visitors he feels the Rabin assassi- .
- nation will afford new opportunities for

peace. He said he anticipates a major new
drive in the peace process, urging patience
but strongly hinting, of significant move-

" ment on the Syrian front.

Usama Fagieh, the Minister of
Commerce, who headed the Saudi delega-

" tion to the recent Amman conference on

regional economic development, empha-

- sized the need to isolate politics from the

economic sphere.

The ADL mission also met with Ali Al
Naimi, Petroleum Minister, who expressed
support for the peace process and implied
the possibility of oil markets with Israel

The Foreign Mlmster also told the ADL

once peace is established. Abdul Wahab
Attar, Planning Minister, said he antici-
pates economic growth for the entire
region if the peace process succeeds.

Sheik Abdulaziz Al-Tweijri, second in
command of the National Guard, who
hosted a dinner for the ADL mission,
spoke highly of both Mr. Rabin and M.
Peres and noted that Israel did not come to
the region as a colonial power but in search
of a national home.

He observed the common experiences of
Arabs and the many Israeli Jews who came
from Arab lands. He also expressed admi-
ration for the lasting power of the Jewish

- people in the face of persecution.
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- IN GAZA, at the meeting with Yasir

Arafat, the Palestiriian leader called for
both sides to redouble efforts to ensure the
success of the peace process.

When questioned about his continuing
use of the term “Jihad,” Mr. Arafat

- explained that he uses it in a benign way to

convince extremists. that the true terminol-
ogy does not have to mean war. At
Abraham Foxman’s suggestion, he agreed
to use the formulation “Jihad for peace.”

He explained his recent speech at
Harvard University which many interpret-
ed asa backing away from the commit-

" ment to eliminate provisions in the

Palestinian Covenant calling for Israel’s
destruction. Mr. Arafat said he meant that
he could not guarantee in advance the
result of a free vote in the Palestine
National Council. With some prodding
from ADL, he said he will urge the body to
remove the objectionable provisions.
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IN EGYPT, at an hour-long meeting
with President Hosni Mubarak at the
Presidential Palace, the Egyptian leader
made the following points:

- ® Syrian-Israeli peace is only a matter of

time. President Assad has no alternative
but he will continue to take his time. The
early warning ground statiori Israel wants
is a problem, because of the populated
areas in the Golan. Moreover, he pointed
out, technology today permits effective
monitoring in other ways which Israel
should develop and offer in the negotia-

Melvin Salberg, ADL Honorary National Chairman,
with Israel’s Prime Minister Shimon Peres.

tions as part of a package.

* The Rabin assassination proved to the
Arab world that Mr. Rabin had truly
adopted the peace line. It also underscored
the differences in Israeli society. He :
praised the late Prime Minister as a flexible
and good pariner with whom he worked
well over the years. He spoke highly of
Shimon Peres while expressing caution
over his penchant for boldness in prefer-
ence to his own gradualism.

e In response to a new ADL report on anti-
Semitic cartoons in the Egyptian press, he
said he could take no action because it -. .
would be futile and counterproductive. He
condemned the cartoons and said ADL
could quote him publicly. He also agreed
to support an approach by the U.S.
Ambassador to discuss the issue with the
Egyptian press syndicate.

At Rabin Funeral

- Inthe aftel nnth of the assassina-’

B tionof Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak -

Rabin on Novernber 4, Abraham H.
- Foxman, ADL National Director, trav-
_eled to Israel as part of President
Clinton’s official party. Other ADL
" leaders joining him in Israel were
“David H. Strassler, National ‘
Chairman; Howard. P. Berkowitz,
_ National Executive Committee
Chairman;'Melvin Salberg, Honorary

§ . Chairman of the National Comimission;

“Glen Tobias, International Affairs

*. Chairman, and Harry Wall, Director, .
" ADL Israel Office. :

. The group paid their respects at the

B lying-in-state at the Knesset before
| attending the funeral services and the
burial. Later, Mr. Foxman and Mr. Wall

" “made a shiva call to Mrs. Rabm at her
" home..-
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