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November 4, 2013

Imagine a World Without Hates

Michelle Bachelet

Presidential Candidate - Nueva Mayoria
Comando Michelle Bachelet

Av. Italia 830

Providencia

Via e-mail: info@michellebachelet.cl; invitaciones@michelleBachelet.cl

Dear Ms. Bachelet:

Senator Eugenio Tuma has recently made offensive anti-Semitic statements in recent
interviews in the national media of Chile. We are writing to express our deep concern to
you regarding these statements because Senator Tuma is reported to be the coordinator of
your presidential campaign in La Araucania.

For several years we have been troubled by the biased and anti-Semitic statements of
Senator Eugenio Tuma. During your presidency, Senator Tuma, in support of Bill No.
686, vilified the State of Israel by comparing its actions to those of Hitler during the
Holocaust. Last year, after the tragic ecological disaster in Torres del Paine Park, in
Chilean Patagonia, Senator Tuma instigated a hateful firestorm accusing the State of
Israel of being directly responsible for the unfortunate incident.

Senator Tuma’s anti-Semitic outbursts bring shame upon him and have no place in the
discourse of Chilean society. In his most recent statements given to Controversia TV and
CNN Chile, he urged the public to read the anti-Semitic writings of the Chilean Nazi
writer Miguel Serrano and he used these two platforms to spew hateful anti-Jewish and
anti-Israel conspiracy theories.

You have been at the forefront of the efforts to safeguard freedom, justice and democracy
in Chile and to champion an end to discrimination and all forms of hate.

The silence so far from civic, religious and political leaders in Chile is troubling. We are
surprised that you have not yet spoken out to condemn forthrightly as unacceptable
Senator Tuma’s statements, which only incite to hate and discrimination and to make

clear that his bigoted views have no place in your campaign to return to the Presidency of
Chile.

With great respect, we urge you to publicly denounce Senator Tuma’s statements and to
make clear to the people of Chile that such views are not acceptable in your campaign or
anyplace else in Chile.

Sincerely,

M

Abraham H. Foxman
National Director

cc: Gerardo Gorodischer, President of the Jewish Community of Chile

Rodrigo Peiiaillilo, General de Campafia, Michelle Bachelet
Anti-Defamation League, 605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158-3560, T 212.885t7700 F 212.867.0779 www.adl.org




