
 
The Anti-Defamation League was founded in 1913 “to stop the defamation of the Jewish people and to 

secure  justice and fair treatment to all.” Now the nation’s premier civil rights/human relations agency,  

ADL fights anti-Semitism and all forms of bigotry, defends democratic ideals and protects civil rights 

for all. 

 

A leader in the development of materials, programs and services, ADL builds bridges of communication, understanding 

and respect among diverse groups, carrying out its mission through a network of 30 Regional and Satellite Offices in the 

United States and abroad. 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
 

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) fights anti-Semitism and all forms of bigotry in the U.S. and abroad 

through information, education, legislation, and advocacy. ADL serves as a resource for government, media, law 

enforcement, educators and the public. The League: 

 

 scrutinizes and exposes extremists and hate groups 

 monitors hate on the Internet 

 provides expertise on domestic and international terrorism 

 probes the roots of hatred  

 develops and delivers educational programs 

 fosters interfaith/intergroup relations 

 mobilizes communities to stand up against bigotry  

 defends the security of Israel and Jews worldwide 

 maintains a comprehensive and up-to-date Web site: www.adl.org 

 

ANTI-SEMITISM, RACISM AND BIGOTRY 

 In the forefront of the fight against anti-Semitism, challenges American and world leaders and the 

United Nations to take action against anti-Jewish bigotry and violence and exposes and condemns 

attacks on Jews. 

 Through a comprehensive Web site and publications, provides the knowledge and tools to counteract 

anti-Semitism, hatred and intolerance. 

 America’s prime resource for information on and responses to bigotry.  

 Collects and carefully evaluates a vast amount of information on anti-Semites, racists and extremists 

and provides a yearly analysis of anti-Jewish activities in an annual Audit of Anti-Semitic Incidents.   

 Through the polling of American and other nations’ attitudes toward Jews, remains in the forefront of 

gauging anti-Semitism at home and abroad. 

 

EXTREMISM 

 Monitors, analyzes and exposes an entire range of extremists from the obscure to the more prominent.  

Issues Extremism in America: A Guide, an encyclopedia of American extremists that is continually 

updated.  

 Law Enforcement Agency Resource Network (www.adl.org/learn) is a comprehensive, frequently 

updated informational resource for law enforcement personnel engaged in combating hate groups, hate 

crimes, and hate symbols.  

http://www.adl.org/


IDENTIFYING AND COMBATING HATE 

 Leading the efforts to deter and counter hate-motivated crimes, the League drafted model hate crimes 

legislation in 1981, covering all hate crimes.  Forty-five states have since enacted laws  

 based on or similar to the model, which was unanimously deemed constitutional by the U.S. Supreme 

 Court in 1993. 

 As part of a joint effort, formed Partners Against Hate to provide outreach, education and training in 

techniques to prevent juvenile hate-related behavior. 

 Maintains an extensive online visual database of extremist symbols, logos and tattoos. 

 

EDUCATION 

 Works to further the mission of combating hate through education.  Its award-winning A WORLD OF 

DIFFERENCE® Institute programs provide anti-bias education and training with curriculums and 

materials available for Pre-K through university students, community groups, corporations, civic 

associations, religious organizations and law enforcement agencies.  

 Supports Holocaust awareness and education through its Braun Holocaust Institute and the Hidden 

Child Foundation/ADL®. 

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

 Regards the separation of church and state as essential to preserving religious freedom in our 

increasingly pluralistic society.  Engaged in action to safeguard religious liberty throughout society, 

including in the workplace and classroom. 

 

INTERFAITH AFFAIRS 

 Builds and maintains relationships and dialogue with international, national and local religious leaders 

of all faiths. Monitors and attempts to resolve interfaith issues, and helps educate non-Jewish religious 

leaders about Jewish history, theology and philosophy. 

 Through the Bearing Witness program, a partnership with The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and 

the Archdiocese of Washington, provides Catholic school educators with the training and resources 

necessary to teach their students about anti-Semitism and the Holocaust. 

 

ISRAEL 

 Supports the Jewish State by advocating for Israel and explaining political and security issues and the 

complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian/Israel-Arab conflict with U.S. policymakers, the media and the 

public through programs, publications and contact with officials. 

 Jerusalem Office hosts fact-finding missions to Israel and provides expertise on anti-bias training for 

Israeli educational, military and law enforcement institutions.  

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

 Monitors and combats global anti-Semitism and extremism and promotes the security and well being of 

Jewish communities around the world.  Provides expertise to governments and non-government 

institutions worldwide.   

 A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE® Institute anti-bias training programs exist in Austria, Belgium, France, 

Germany, Israel, Japan, Italy, and the Netherlands, reaching educators, and law enforcement 

professionals.  Youth in Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, 

Spain, Austria and the United Kingdom have participated in peer-training programs. 

 Maintains an office in Moscow and a representative in Italy. 

 


