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American Front 
 
This document is an archived copy of an older ADL report and may not reflect the most current facts or 
developments related to its subject matter.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

The American Front is a racist skinhead group that is active in several states around the country. The group 
espouses an anti-Semitic, white supremacist ideology and disseminates its message in public events that 
demonize Jews, immigrants, and other minorities. Before the current leader took the helm of the group in 
2002, American Front was unusual in that it espoused “Third Positionist” beliefs, a peculiar blend of right-
wing extremism that rejects both capitalism and communism in favor of an ill-defined “third way.”  
 
 

 

Founder: Bob Heick; founded in 1987 
Leader: unclear since the 2011 death of former leader David Lynch 
Location/Headquarters: Leader based in California; members in several states around the country. 
Ideology: Anti-Semitism, White supremacy, Third Positionist 
Affiliations: Vinlanders, Volksfront, Sacto Skins, Bay Area Skinheads, Confederation of Racialist 
Working Class Skinheads, the United Society of Aryan Skinheads, Berdoo Skins. 

 
Although American Front is not particularly 
large, it is one of the oldest continuously active 
racist skinhead groups in the United States. 
However, few original members are still with 
the group; most of the current membership is 
new. American Front has a legacy of criminal 
activity that ranges from brutal hate crimes to 
acts of terrorism.  
 
To broaden its support base and recruit 
members, the American Front has affiliated 
itself with racist skinhead and neo-Nazi groups 
across the country, particularly in California. In 
addition, the group has promoted support for 
members of The Order, a white supremacist 
terrorist group that carried out armed 
robberies, assassinations and other crimes 
during the 1980s. 
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RECENT ACTIVITY 

 
The American Front has not yet recovered from the 
March 2011 shooting death of its leader, David Lynch, 
in his California home.  His pregnant girlfriend, who 
lived there was well, was also shot but survived.  The 
murder is still under investigation. 
    
In recent years, much of the American Front’s activities 
have been concentrated in Florida, where the group’s 
presence has been centered in Orlando and nearby 
towns, such as Cocoa, Winter Park, Satsuma, and St. 
Cloud.  Some of that activity has been criminal, with 
members being arrested for several different incidents 
of vandalism of churches and synagogues, and other 
crimes. 
 
In October 2009, American Front, the Council of 
Conservative Citizens, and the Bay Area National 
Anarchists hosted a white supremacist event at a restaurant in San Francisco, California. Canadian 
Holocaust denier Paul Fromm was invited to speak at the event. That same month, white supremacists 
allegedly attacked Lynch who sustained serious injuries. The attack may have been spurred by Lynch’s 
testimony against white supremacist Daniel Lee in a 2004 trial that upheld an earlier murder conviction 
against Lee. 
 
In September 2009, Richard Stockdale and Christopher Brooks, two Florida American Front members, 
attended an “Althing” event in Madison County, Missouri. Volksfront and the “American Division” of Blood 
and Honour, an international racist skinhead group, sponsored the Althing. In April 2009, members of 
American Front participated in “Patriot Action 09,” a white supremacist event hosted by Volksfront and 
East Coast White Unity at a venue in Boston, Massachusetts. White supremacists Billy Roper and Paul 
Fromm, were invited to speak at the event and Lynch was a principle organizer. 
 
In May 2007, American Front members were among the crowd of about 55 people who attended the David 
Lane Memorial Rally in front of the Los Angeles Federal Building.  David Lane, who died that same month in 
a federal prison in Indiana, was a member of The Order (also known as the Bruder Schweigen or the Silent 
Brotherhood), a white supremacist terrorist group that carried out armed robberies, murders and other 
crimes during the 1980s, including the June 1984 assassination of Alan Berg, a Jewish talk radio host, in 
Denver.   The Order also carried out armored car heists that netted millions of dollars, which the group 
reportedly funneled to various white supremacist organizations.  Most of its members are now serving 
lengthy prison sentences. 
          
In addition to the memorial rally for David Lane, American Front members have staged and participated in 
numerous events with other skinhead groups. In 2007, David Lynch, American Front’s leader, attended a 
birthday party for a California-based skinhead. Other attendees included members of the Golden State 
Skinheads (GSS) and the Confederation of Racialist Working Class Skinheads (CRW), two California-based 
groups.  
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In the summer of 2006, Lynch cooperated with the now-defunct neo-Nazi group National Vanguard in 
holding anti-immigration protests at a Home Depot in Roseville, California.  Later that year, in December, 
he organized a “Free the Order” rally outside a federal building in Los Angeles, in collaboration with racist 
skinhead groups and other white supremacists.  
 
In March 2005, American Front joined the 
neo-Nazi group Volksfront and racist 
skinhead groups, including the Golden State 
Skins and the Hangtown Bootboys, for an 
anti-gay protest at the El Dorado County 
Courthouse in Placerville, California.  That 
same year, along with the Northwestern 
Hammerskins, another racist skinhead group, 
Lynch helped lead a vigil on Whidbey Island, 
Washington, on the 20th anniversary of the 
death of Robert Mathews. Matthews, who 
was the leader of The Order, was killed in a 
shootout with police on Whidbey Island in 
1985.  Tom Metzger, a notorious white 
supremacist who once headed White Aryan 
Resistance and now runs a Website and 
online publication called “The Insurgent,” also appeared at the event.   
 
American Front has also been somewhat active in the white power music scene. In 2005, several members 
based in Sacramento even formed a white power band, Stormtroop 16 (the 16 being a reference to 
American Front with 1 signifying the first letter of the alphabet, A, and 6 signifying the sixth letter, F). 
 
 
IDEOLOGY 
 

In many respects, the American Front is a typical racist skinhead 
group that espouses racist and anti-Semitic beliefs.  In the 1980s, 
its members sported the fashions and tattoos popular among 
racist skinheads and went to skinhead events.  However, its 
ideology was somewhat unusual, as the group’s first leader, Bob 
Heick, adopted so-called “Third Positionist” beliefs.  Third 
Positionism is a peculiar blend of right-wing extremism that 
rejects both capitalism and communism in favor of an ill-defined 
“third way.”  Third Positionism was always more prominent in 
Europe than in the United States; the American Front was one of 
few right-wing groups in the U.S. to adopt that position.   
 
Following the Third Positionist line, the American Front viewed 
capitalism as a “disease.”  It advocated overthrowing the 
government to rid society of capitalism, which was, in the words of one member, “a creed of exploitation 
and death,” which would eventually result in a “judeo-european ‘master’ class” and a “mixed-race, 
cultureless, brown-skinned slave class.”   As this phrase suggests, the American Front was strongly anti-
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Semitic.  In the words of one leader, “The Zionists and the Race that spawned them are a filthy, evil people 
the world would be better off without.”  The American Front supported the Islamic terrorist groups Hamas 
and Hezbollah because of their stance against Israel. 
 
James Porazzo, an American Front member who took over 
leadership of the group from Heick in 1993 and moved the group’s 
headquarters to Harrison, Arkansas, vocally supported Third 
Positionism. Porrazzo described the American Front as a 
“Revolutionary organization whose aim is to secure National 
Freedom and Social Justice for the White people of North America. 
An important part of this goal is also making sure our people’s 
cultural and Racial identity is preserved. We see the creation of the 
National Revolutionary Nation on the soil of North America as the 
stepping stone to a New Dawn for mankind…American Front and I 
stand against race-mixing because we recognize it as a 
destabilizing force Culturally and physically.” 
 
David Lynch, who had been an active racist skinhead since the 
mid-1980s and became involved with the American Front in the 
early 1990s, became the de facto leader of the group in 2002. 
Under Lynch, the American Front dropped the Third Positionist 
rhetoric and became a more typical racist skinhead group.  Lynch 
himself also eventually adopted Odinism, a Norse pagan religion 
favored by many white supremacists.  
 
 
LEADERSHIP 

The American Front Leadership has been in a state of flux since the death of its 
long-time leader, David Lynch, in March 2011.  Police found his body in his home 
in Citrus Heights, California, with gunshot wounds to his head and 
torso.  Lynch’s live-in girlfriend, pregnant at the time, was shot in the leg but 
survived.  The murder is still under investigation.  Lynch had led American Front 
since 2002; no clear leader has emerged in American Front since his death. 

Lynch definitely moved the group in a different direction from its founder, 
Robert Heick, who created the American Front in 1987, in San Francisco.  The 
group’s name is derived from the “National Front,” a British right-wing 
extremist group. Heick was also influenced by Tom Metzger, a well-known white 
supremacist and critic of capitalism then based in southern California.  American 
Front and Metzger developed a close relationship that would last for 
years.  Heick moved to Portland, Oregon, in the early 1990s and directed 
American Front activity from there, aided by Thomas Johnson of Albany, Oregon. 
Soon after, however, Heick dropped out of the group. 
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James Porazzo, an American Front member who took over leadership of the group from Heick in 1993, 
moved the group’s headquarters to Harrison, Arkansas.  Porazzo was an enthusiastic proponent of the 
Front’s Third Positionist ideology, but he was less effective as a leader.  He alienated people in the group 
who had supported Heick and Johnson, referring to their “so-called leadership” as hypocritical.  Infighting 
plagued the group.  Moreover, Arkansas in the mid-1990s was hardly the place from which to attract racist 
skinheads, who were strongest on the West Coast and in certain urban areas elsewhere in the country.  By 
the early 2000s, Porazzo had largely run the group into the ground 
and it was mostly inactive, although members did show up at white 
power music concerts from time to time. 

Lynch later claimed that Porazzo “disappeared without a trace in 
2002” and leadership of the group, such as it was, was turned over 
to its Florida unit.  Lynch himself then emerged as the new de facto 
leader of the American Front.  On a new (but short-lived) Web page, 
the American Front boasted that “after twenty years, American 
Front is now entering its third era of service to our Race.”   

Although energetic as an event organizer, Lynch was much less 
active as a group organizer.  “Most of us here on the west coast,” he 
explained on a white supremacist Internet forum in late 2006 to 
someone who asked about his group, “have made the decision to 
focus on working with the local crews in our area and helping to 
organize global events with other racialists.”  Because of this, there are few organized chapters of the 
American Front.  Due to Lynch’s influence, most people who identify as American Front members are based 
in California (primarily northern California) and Florida (including Brevard and Orange 
Counties).  However, there are scatterings of American Front members in other states ranging from Utah to 
Michigan to Massachusetts.  Total membership of the group is probably less than 50.  Women in the group 
often refer to themselves as the American Front Valkyrie Corps. 
 
 
AFFILIATIONS 
 

Since David Lynch became the leader of American Front 
in 2002, his greatest strength has been his connections, 
which stretch across the country and even into 
Canada.  Lynch solidified relations with the prominent 
Pacific Northwest neo-Nazi group Volksfront; its leader, 
Randall Krager even donated money to an “Aryan POW” 
defense fund sponsored by Lynch in January 2007.  But 
Lynch has also been supportive of the Vinlanders Social 
Club, a rival racist skinhead group, and its umbrella 
organization Blood and Honour Council 28.  In 
California itself, Lynch has ties to a number of racist 
skinhead groups, including the Sacto Skins, Bay Area 
Skinheads, the Confederation of Racialist Working Class 
Skinheads, the United Society of Aryan Skinheads, and 
the Berdoo Skins.  
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As a Sacto Skin and American Front member, Lynch has been a key organizer of white supremacist events 
since his re-emergence in 2005. In March 2005, American Front joined Volksfront, the Golden State Skins 
and the Hangtown Bootboys for an anti-gay protest at the El Dorado County Courthouse in Placerville, 
California. That same year, along with the Northwestern Hammerskins, another racist skinhead group, he 
helped lead a vigil on Whidbey Island, Washington, on the 20th anniversary of the death of Robert 
Mathews.  Mathews was the leader of a 1980s white supremacist terrorist group called The Order, which 
committed armed robberies and murders. He was killed in a shootout with police on Whidbey Island in 
1985.  Tom Metzger, a notorious white supremacist who once headed White Aryan Resistance and now 
runs a Website and online publication called “The Insurgent,” also appeared at the event. Metzger and 
American Front have a long association.  

In the summer of 2006, Lynch collaborated with the neo-Nazi National Vanguard in holding anti-
immigration protests at a Home Depot in Roseville, California.  Later that year, in collaboration with 
various racist skinhead groups and other white supremacists, he organized a “Free the Order” rally outside 
a federal building in Los Angeles.   
 
 
TACTICS 

 
To recruit members and spread its beliefs, the American Front has collaborated with various neo-Nazi and 
skinhead groups to stage protests and rallies that demonize Jews, blacks, and other minorities. Under 
Lynch’s leadership, the group has also staged public events and assisted with efforts to support, and 
disseminate the views of imprisoned members of the Order (also known as the Bruder Schweigen or the 
Silent Brotherhood), a white supremacist terrorist group. The Order carried out armed robberies, 
assassinations and other crimes during the 1980s that included the assassination of Alan Berg, a Jewish talk 
radio host, in Denver in June 1984.  
  
To further spread its propaganda, several American Front members based in Sacramento formed a white 
power band in 2005. They named the band Stormtroop 16 (the 16 being a reference to American Front, 
with 1 signifying the first letter of the alphabet, A, 
and 6 signifying the sixth letter, F).   
 
In order to strengthen the position of American 
Front, David Lynch has sought to forge alliances 
with other racist skinhead groups. Since assuming 
leadership of American Front in 2002, Lynch 
solidified relations with the prominent Pacific 
Northwest racist skinhead group Volksfront, and he 
has also been supportive of the Vinlanders Social 
Club, a rival racist skinhead group, and its umbrella 
organization Blood and Honour Council 28.  In 
California itself, Lynch has ties to a number of racist 
skinhead groups, including the Sacto Skins, Bay Area 
Skinheads, the Confederation of Racialist Working 
Class Skinheads, the United Society of Aryan 
Skinheads, and the Berdoo Skins.  
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In addition to staging public events, American Front published several short-lived newspapers and 
bulletins, including the Arizona-based “Solidarity,” published by the so-called Open Revolt Press.  In the 
1990s, the American Front had a presence on the Internet with electronic mailing lists and, later, some 
short-lived Websites.  It also distributed racist flyers and leaflets in areas where it had membership, 
particularly the Bay Area until the group’s founder, Robert Heick, moved north to Oregon.  The American 
Front also ran telephone hotlines, as a number of other white supremacist groups did in the 1980s and 
1990s, before the Internet subsumed such activities. 
 
 
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 

 
Since the early 1990s, American Front members have been involved 
with criminal activities, starting with juvenile acts of vandalism and 
violence against left-wing and anarchist targets in San Francisco in 
the late 1980s.  However, more serious criminal incidents did not 
take long to emerge and the American Front developed a legacy of 
criminal activity that ranged from brutal hate crimes to acts of 
terrorism. 
 
In May 2010, Florida American Front member Christopher Brooks 
pleaded guilty to one felony count of “injury to a church” in 
connection with an April 2009 vandalizing of a Jewish synagogue in 
Norfolk, Virginia. Sixty anti-Semitic stickers were found on the 
property of the synagogue. Brooks received a sentence of five years 
in prison with all but time served suspended.  Police also arrested 
and charged John Grogan, a member of Volksfront, in the case. He 
pleaded guilty to two counts of injuries to a church or cemetery and two charges of conspiring to commit a 
felony. Grogan was sentenced to five years in prison and 25 additional years of supervised 
probation.   Brooks’ close friend and fellow AFer Richard Adam Stockdale of St. Cloud served time in 2010 
for battery charges. 
 
In March 2010, American Front member Kent McLellan of Crescent City, Florida, was sentenced to one year 
and one day in prison after being convicted of a September 2008 vandalism of a restaurant and 
church.  McLellan claimed he spray painted swastikas, “white power,” and “RAHOWA” (which signifies 
“Racial Holy War,” a battle cry used by white supremacists) on the buildings because the church allegedly 
tried to convert him and because  patrons of the restaurant allegedly mocked his skinhead attire. 
 
In 2006, David Lance Gardner, a member of American Front, received a 105-month federal prison sentence 
for a brutal attack on an African-American bicyclist in Salt Lake City, Utah, in 2005.  According to another 
defendant, Robby Wayne Baalman, Gardner said the attack would be Baalman’s initiation into the group. 
Gardner himself said that the beating occurred “to raise awareness that skinheads are out there which sent 
a message that these are our streets, white streets, and to show them that this is a white country that 
whites had built.”  Baalman received a 57-month sentence.  In September 2007, a third defendant, Keith 
Wayne Cotter, received a reduced sentence and is due to be released from prison in May 2008. (Cotter 
provided a written statement to federal prosecutors about his co-defendants in addition to information 
about attacks carried out by members of the neo-Nazi National Alliance in 2002 and 2003.) 
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In Riverside, California, a self-admitted member of the American Front, Robert Clyde, was arrested in 2001 
on charges of making terrorist threats, battery and a hate crime, after an incident in which he allegedly 
stabbed and beat an African-American man until the victim fended him off.  Clyde pleaded guilty to making 
a hate-based criminal threat and was sentenced to probation.  Three months later, he violated probation 
and was sentenced to 16 months in state prison. 
 
In Missouri, in 1998, former American Front leader James Porazzo received a one-year prison sentence (as 
did another American Front member, Lazaro Sotelo), after pleading guilty to assault for attacking a 
member of the group Anti-Racist Action in Springfield.  The judge suspended the sentence, however, 
ordering them to attend anger counseling, perform community service, and to quit the American Front. 
 
In 1997, Colorado skinhead Jeremiah Mark Barnum, who sported Aryan Nations and American Front 
tattoos, participated in the slaying of a West African immigrant in Denver (and the paralyzing of a second 
victim) in 1997.  In 2002, he pleaded guilty to being an accessory to the murder. 
 
In Pennsylvania, in 1995, a white supremacist and former American Front member, Mason Aldrich, was 
convicted of institutional vandalism by desecration and other charges for desecrating a synagogue in 
Springettsbury Township by hanging a pig’s head on its door. 
 
In 1994, American Front member Mark Frank Kowaalski (also known as Mark Stevenson) received an 11 ½ 
year sentence for participating in the bombing of an NAACP meeting hall in Tacoma, Washington, in order 
to ignite a race war against Jews and minorities.  The plotters also blew up a gay bar. 
 
Also in 1994, another American Front member, Christopher Lord, pleaded guilty to a variety of charges 
related to a drive-by shooting targeting a Eugene, Oregon, synagogue.  He received a 54-month sentence; 
another perpetrator received 57 months in prison.  
 
Several early criminal acts involved Robert Quincy Smith, a Georgia skinhead and American Front 
organizer, who was repeatedly charged with minor crimes in the late 1980s.  In February 1990, Smith was 
convicted of aggravated assault for severely beating a teenage follower whom he suspected of disloyalty 
(the youth required plastic surgery to reconstruct his face).   
 
That same year, American Front member Michael Gilbert Ortiz received a nine-year prison sentence after 
he and other members attacked a pair of anti-racist skinheads, one of whom later died from stab wounds.   
 
Also in 1990, in Florida, after absorbing a small Daytona Beach gang into its ranks, members of the 
American Front brutally beat one of its members when they found out he was Jewish.  Though they left him 
for dead, he managed to survive, which led to the conviction of two of his attackers for attempted murder, 
and two more for assault and battery. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The American Front, founded in San Francisco by Robert Heick in 1987, was one of the early racist 
skinhead groups to emerge in the United States at that time.  The group’s name was derived from the 
“National Front,” a British right-wing extremist group.  It did not take long for Heick to gain notoriety for 
himself and his group; in 1988 he appeared on an infamous episode of the television show “Geraldo,” in 
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which violence broke out among the guests and Geraldo Rivera himself suffered a broken nose.  He also 
appeared in publications ranging from Rolling Stone to Hustler. 
 
Heick, adopted so-called “Third Positionist” beliefs.  Third 
Positionism is a peculiar blend of right-wing extremism that 
rejects both capitalism and communism in favor of an ill-defined 
“third way.”  Third Positionism was always more prominent in 
Europe than in the United States; the American Front was one of 
few right-wing groups in the U.S. to adopt that position.   
 
As the group’s public presence grew, so too did its membership, 
which eventually stretched beyond the confines of the Bay Area to 
include members as far away as the East Coast.   
 
In 1992, Heick was one of a number of racist skinheads who 
traveled to Ruby Ridge, Idaho, in 1992 to protest against a 
standoff between a white supremacist and federal 
officials.  American Front also joined Operation Rescue anti-
abortion protests at reproductive clinics in Oregon.  However, 
Heick dropped out of the group shortly thereafter. 
 
James Porazzo, an American Front member who took over 
leadership of the group from Heick in 1993 and moved it to 
Harrison, Arkansas, vocally supported Third Positionism and  
liked to claim that the American Front had more in common     
with groups like the Nation of Islam or the New Black Panther Party than with “reactionaries like the 
Hollywood-style Nazis or the Klan.”  He claimed to have worked with the Nation of Islam, as well as left-
wing groups like Earth First! and Animal Liberation Front, though there is no evidence to suggest this ever 
actually occurred.  The visible associations of the American Front have always tended to be with other 
white supremacist and anti-Semitic groups, from racist skinheads to neo-Nazis to Holocaust deniers. 
 
Porazzo also claimed that the American Front had international ties. He explained in an interview, “We 
work in complete unity with our National Revolutionary comrades internationally. American Front has 
recently joined the Liaison Committee for Revolutionary Nationalism, the extra-Europe section of the 
European Liberation Front [a Fascist group that emerged in the 1950s, seeking to bring about a pan-
European Fascist regime]…Our enemies operate on an international scale. It’s only fitting that we do as 
well.”  
 
When David Lynch took over the American Front in 2002, the group dropped the Third Positionist rhetoric 
and became a more typical racist skinhead group. 
 
The American Front’s symbol consists of the letters “AF” integrated into a Celtic Cross, which has been used 
by different whist supremacist groups to represent international white pride.  
 


