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A Homegrown Threat: Islamist Extremist Plots in the United States is the
latest annual report conducted by ADL’s Center on Extremism focusing
on Islamist extremist plots in the United States. The Center on Extremism
(COE) is a foremost authority on extremism, terrorism, anti-Semitism and
all forms of hate. The COE’s team of investigators and analysts strategically
monitors and exposes extremist movements and individuals, using cuttingedge technology to track real-time developments and provide actionable
intelligence and data-based analysis to law enforcement, public officials,
community leaders and technology companies.

KEY FINDINGS
• In 2017, 29 individuals living in the United States and motivated by Islamist extremist
ideology were arrested for providing material support to terror organizations abroad, or
for plotting attacks in the United States.
		

• 83 percent, or 24 of the 29 individuals, claim they were inspired by ISIS. The

			 remaining five say they were inspired by other Islamist extremist groups, including
			 the former al-Qaeda-linked Jabhat al-Nusra and Hezbollah.
		

• Nine murders in the U.S. in 2017 were linked to Islamist extremist ideology.

		

• Eight of the 29 individuals were plotting attacks (eight separate plots), and three of

			 these plots turned into attacks, yielding nine deaths and 16 injuries.
		

• Attackers continue to use non-conventional weapons such as knives, cars, and

			 homemade bombs to target soft targets — generally low-security, crowded public
			 spaces. This strategy is not limited to attacks motivated by Islamist extremist
			 ideology; white supremacist James Fields used a vehicle in the 2017 Charlottesville
			 ramming murder of Heather Heyer.
		

• Apprehended terror suspects motivated by Islamist extremist ideology tend to be

			 men who are about 30 years old.
• The number of murders in the U.S. in 2017 motivated by Islamist extremist ideology (nine)
fell by approximately 82 percent from the 2016 total of 49.
• In 2017, 59 percent — or 20 — of the 34 domestic extremist-related killings in the United
States were related to right-wing extremism, while nine (26 percent) were attributed to
Islamist extremist ideology.
• Since 2002, 127 individuals have been involved in 98 domestic plots or attacks motivated
by Islamist extremist ideology, 90 percent of whom were either United States citizens,
lawful permanent or temporary residents, or in the United States with documentation
at the time of their arrest.1 Of the 90 percent, 52 percent were U.S. born. In the same
time frame, 161 individuals motivated by right-wing extremism were involved in 94 plots or
attacks. While approximately seven percent — or seven — of the Islamist extremist attacks
were lethal, roughly 23 percent of the right-wing extremist attacks — or 22 — were deadly.
Both Islamist and right-wing extremist attacks have become more lethal over time.
• Since 2014, the majority of plots have focused on soft targets, rather than symbolic
targets. Many ISIS-inspired attacks in the United States have targeted universities,
shopping malls, nightclubs, bike paths and public transportation.
• Islamist extremists are increasingly acting alone, rather than in groups. This is due, in
part, to increased use of social media and encrypted messaging applications, which
allow prospective attackers to use private chatrooms to access propaganda, bombmaking manuals and other sources of inspiration or instruction.
1

1

We referenced the immigration statuses provided by the Department of Justice to categorize each of the 127
individuals.

A HOMEGROWN THREAT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
On October 31, 2017, according to police reports, Sayfullo Saipov drove a rented pickup
truck into a crowded bike path in lower Manhattan, killing eight and injuring 12 others in
what would later be pronounced the fifth deadliest act of violence ever committed by a U.S.
domestic extremist and the deadliest in New York since September 11th, 2001.
The attack was one of 2017’s eight Islamist extremist-inspired plots. Eight individuals
plotted eight separate attacks, many of which never came to fruition. This is in line with a
recent trend of Islamist extremists planning and carrying out attacks on their own, finding
inspiration from terrorist propaganda posted on encrypted networks.
This report will first discuss 2017 plots and Islamist extremist-related arrests, highlighting
wider methodological and demographic trends, including the lone actors and targets they
are increasingly choosing. It will then contextualize these findings by analyzing Islamist
extremist plots dating back to 2002, tracing the evolution of Islamist extremist plots in the
United States, revealing that more than half of all domestic U.S. Islamist extremists were born
in the United States. In fact, 90 percent of the 127 individuals involved in Islamist extremist
plots in the United States since 2002 were U.S. citizens or living in the United States with
documentation. The biggest threat, then, does not come from individuals residing outside
U.S. borders; instead, the terrorism tends to be homegrown, increasingly influenced by the
pervasive propaganda flowing from virtual terrorist networks.
The report will also explore ways in which propaganda from prominent foreign terror
organizations like ISIS and al-Qaeda is directly impacting these U.S.-based individuals, as
prospective attackers are interacting with terrorist materials on encrypted networks and
planning their attacks with strategies recommended by these groups.
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PART I: DOMESTIC ISLAMIST EXTREMISM IN 2017
Introduction
In 2017, 29 individuals living in the United States and motivated by Islamist extremist ideology
were arrested for providing material support to foreign terror organizations abroad, or
plotting attacks in the United States.2 The 29 arrests were linked to 28 separate incidents.
Of the individuals linked to Islamist extremism in the U.S. in 2017, 83 percent, or 24 of the 29
individuals, claim they were inspired by ISIS — a rare indicator of relevance for the group,
which lost significant territory in Iraq and Syria throughout 2017. After ISIS lost stronghold
cities like Mosul and Raqqa, its adherents retreated to the sparsely populated borderlands
between Iraq and Syria. Despite setbacks, ISIS continued to operate online and encourage
followers to plan attacks in their home countries.
While al-Qaeda did not play an explicit role in 2017 plots, two individuals were arrested for
attempting to travel to Syria to join their former affiliate organization, Jabhat al-Nusra.3
Additionally, two individuals were arrested for providing material support to Hezbollah
by conducting surveillance on Israeli Defense Forces members and U.S. infrastructure in
New York in order to advance potential plots.
Eight of the 29 individuals linked to Islamist extremism in 2017 were plotting eight discrete
attacks. Three of these plots were successfully carried out, while the remaining five were
thwarted by law enforcement at various stages of development.
The three “successful” attacks resulted in nine deaths and 16 injuries. Eight deaths and 12
injuries stemmed from the October 31 ramming attack in lower Manhattan, which was the
deadliest terrorist attack in New York City since September 11th, 2001.
The number of murders in the U.S. in 2017 motivated by Islamist extremist ideology (nine)
fell by approximately 82 percent from the 2016 total of 49, all of which were attributed to
the Pulse nightclub shooting.
Right-wing extremism was responsible for far more murders in 2017 — a full 59 percent
— than any other form of extremism. Nine of the 34 extremist-related killings in 2017
were committed by Islamist extremists, and 20 of the total 34 were carried out by
right-wing extremists.

3

2

According to the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA) passed in 1996, material support
includes: weapons, safe houses, training, communications equipment, financial services, and training to groups
formally designated as a foreign terror organization by the Secretary of State with the concurrence of the
Attorney General and Secretary of the Treasury (Kraft, Michael B. and Edward Marks. U.S. Counterterrorism:
From Nixon to Trump: Key Challenges, Issues, and Responses. Taylor & Francis Group, 2018. Page 33).

3

As of July 2016, Jabhat al-Nusra formally broke all ties with al-Qaeda and renamed itself Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
after merging with other jihadist groups.

A HOMEGROWN THREAT

Islamist Extremist
Plots in the U.S.

2017 Plots

NAME

YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Joshua Cummings

2017

Cummings put a gun to an RTD security guard’s neck,
opened fire, and ran away. He claimed to be a soldier of
ISIS, but later denied that affiliation.

Robert Lorenzo Hester

2017

Hester was charged in federal court for his role in plans
to launch a terrorist attack with people he believed to be
associated with ISIS.

Gregory Lepsky

2017

Lepsky plotted to detonate a homemade pressure cooker
in Manhattan.

Ali Kourani

2017

Kourani completed a number of intel missions for
Hezbollah, collecting surveillance on U.S.-based
individuals associated with the Israeli Defense Force as
well as U.S. law enforcement institutions in New York.

Vicente Solano

2017

Solano made pro-ISIS videos and attempted to detonate
a (FBI-supplied) fake bomb at Miami’s Dolphin Mall.

Sayfullo Saipov

2017

Saipov drove a rental Home Depot pickup truck into a
bike path in lower Manhattan, killing eight and injuring
12. He then crashed into a school bus and got out of the
vehicle shouting, "Allahu Akbar" brandishing a pellet and
paint gun. Investigators also found knives in the truck.

Akayed Ullah

2017

Ullah detonated an IED in the Port Authority subway
terminal, and was taken into custody, during which time
officers located an exploded crude pipe bomb, a ninevolt battery, wires, fragments of a metal pipe, wires,
screws, etc. He pledged allegiance to ISIS.

Everitt Aaron Jameson

2017

Jameson plotted to carry out a violent attack on San
Francisco’s Pier 39 using homemade bombs and an
assault rifle.
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In 2017, 28 percent of individuals arrested for Islamist extremist-related activity (a total of
eight people) were plotting eight discrete attacks, two of which occurred in New York City.
Both the October 31 ramming and December 11 failed pipe bomb attack were inspired by
the Islamic State, per the assailants, who both professed their allegiances to the group.
Sayfullo Saipov did so via a written note, and Akayed Ullah expressed his loyalties in postattack interviews with law enforcement.
Likewise, Joshua Cummings, who shot and killed a security officer in Denver, Colorado, on
January 31, 2017, called himself a “soldier of the Islamic State,” during a jailhouse interview,
insisting that his actions were for “the pleasure of Allah;” however, he later denied that he’d
acted on ISIS’s behalf. Months before the shooting, local mosques reported concerns about
Cummings. On December 24, 2016, a mosque leader emailed the Department of Homeland
Security saying Cummings made worrisome statements about “fighting to establish ‘the rule
of Islam’” (CBS) and that Cummings seemed “pretty advanced in his path of radicalization”
(Yahoo).
Cummings also expressed his views on Islam on Twitter, criticizing law enforcement and the
United States.

2017 Foiled Plots
Although some plots resulted in action, many
more would-be attacks were prevented
by arrests, undercover investigations and
a variety of other factors. Indeed, five
of the eight plots were prevented from
coming to fruition. Here are the three most
noteworthy:
Gregory Lepsky, a 20-year-old New Jersey
resident, was arrested on February 21, 2017
and charged with attempting to provide
Twitter posts from Cummings’ account,
@Bjj_Joshua, which has not been
deactivated.

material support to ISIS. Lepsky allegedly
planned to detonate a pressure cooker and
gunpowder in a crowded area in Manhattan.
Officials also uncovered content on Lepsky’s

personal computer revealing his alleged intention to commit violent acts on ISIS’s behalf,
including an image of the ISIS flag, anti-Semitic cartoons, several images of semi-automatic
rifles, and an article from AQAP’s Inspire magazine.
Vicente Adolfo Solano, a 53-year-old Honduran citizen with temporary legal status, was
arrested on October 20, 2017 and charged with attempting to detonate an explosive device
in the food court of the Dolphin Mall, west of Miami. Court records indicate that Solano
discussed his plot with an informant he believed to be an ISIS operative. Solano purchased
bomb-making materials and met two undercover FBI agents at a nearby hotel to assemble
what he thought was a workable weapon.

5
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Everitt Aaron Jameson, a 26-year-old
California

native,

was

arrested

on

December 22, 2017 for allegedly planning
an attack on San Francisco’s Pier 39. While
plotting his attack, Jameson reportedly
told an undercover informant he wanted
to use a vehicle and firearms in his attack.
Agents seized firearms and ammunition, in
addition to a handwritten letter signed by
Abdallah Abu Everitt Ibn Gordon al-Amriki.
Jameson, much like Saipov, ended his note
with “Long live Isil, Long Live Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi. Allahu Akbar!”

2017 Attack Targets

In October 2017, Jameson posted an image
of the al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
figure, Anwar Awlaki, which reads, “Never
Trust a Kafir [non-believer].”

Six individuals chose soft targets — densely populated public spaces with little to
no security.
• Everitt Aaron Jameson planned to target San Francisco’s Pier 39.
• Akayed Ullah targeted the underground pathway connecting the Port Authority and
Times Square subway stations.
• Sayfullo Saipov targeted a bike path in lower Manhattan.
• Vicente Solano planned to target a mall food court in a local Miami mall.
• Gregory Lepsky planned to detonate his pressure cooker in a crowded area in Manhattan.
Only two of the eight plots targeted symbolic infrastructure; Joshua Cummings targeted
an armed transit security officer, and Ali Kourani targeted Israel Defense Forces living in
New York, as well as New-York-based U.S. military infrastructure.
Since 2014, the exploitation of soft targets has increased dramatically. In their propaganda,
ISIS and al-Qaeda repeatedly encourage aspiring attackers to cause harm in whatever ways
they can, focusing more on the mere act of killing, rather than the high-casualty impact of
the plot. To do this, their propaganda advises readers to look towards soft targets, which
typically have less security and are more accessible than symbolic targets.

Attack Methodology
Of the eight plots that took place in 2017, two involved vehicles, four involved homemade
bombs, and two involved guns. Overall, attack methodology has been consistent with
strategies recommended by mainstream terrorist propaganda like ISIS’s Rumiyah magazine,
and Inspire magazine, published by al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula.
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These magazines provide readers with instructions for orchestrating high-casualty attacks
that are easy to plan (and often evade detection by law enforcement) because they involve
non-traditional weapons like knives and vehicles.
These manuals are accessible online and can be downloaded discreetly on
encrypted platforms.

Other Western Terror Attacks in 2017 —
How Do They Compare?
Given that the West is a priority target for international terror groups, it is important to
compare plots and attacks in the United States with attacks in other Western countries.
Many of them resembled the U.S. plots, involving both non-conventional weapons and
soft targets:
• March 2017 Westminster Bridge Ramming and Stabbing (United Kingdom)
• April 2017 Saint Petersburg Metro Bombing (Russia)
• April 2017 Stockholm Ramming (Sweden)
• May 2017 Manchester Bombing (United Kingdom)
• June 2017 London Bridge Ramming and Stabbing (United Kingdom)
• June 2017 Champs-Elysees Ramming (France)
• August 2017 Levallois-Perret Ramming (France)
• August 2017 Barcelona Ramming (Spain)
• September 2017 Edmonton Ramming and Stabbing (Canada)
Both the Saint Petersburg Metro and Manchester Arena attacks involved homemade bombs
constructed with accessible, everyday materials, just like the one Akayed Ullah detonated in
New York’s Port Authority subway station.
This limited list of 2017 attacks is further proof that non-conventional weapons and soft
targets are increasingly used by groups like Islamic State to inflict terror around the globe.

The Role of Propaganda in 2017 Plots
Although Facebook, Twitter and YouTube have taken steps to rid their platforms of
extremist propaganda, official ISIS and al-Qaeda materials continue to inspire plots in the
United States. Terrorists are moving off Facebook, Twitter and YouTube and onto encrypted
platforms like Telegram, where they are able to distribute information more freely. Five of
the eight individuals involved in 2017 plots engaged with ISIS or al-Qaeda propaganda,
including Robert Lorenzo Hester, Gregory Lepsky, Sayfullo Saipov, Akayed Ullah and Everitt
Aaron Jameson.
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This propaganda is not new. In 2010,
under the direction of Yemeni-American
citizen Anwar Awlaki, al-Qaeda in the
Arabian

Peninsula

released

its

first

issue of Inspire magazine, featuring a
bomb-making resource manual, “Make
a Bomb in the Kitchen of Your Mom,”
which offers step-by-step instructions for
constructing an explosive device with easily
obtainable materials.
• Akayed Ullah’s pipe bomb, which he
attempted to detonate on the morning
of December 11th, 2017 in a subway
station near the New York Port Authority
bus terminal, matched the Inspire recipe
precisely, including its recommendation
for using Christmas tree lights as the

“Make a Bomb in the Kitchen of Your Mom,”
Inspire Magazine Issue #1

electricity source to cause the explosion.
Ullah failed to detonate the device properly and only injured himself in addition to lightly
wounding three others.
• After discovering a newly constructed pressure cooker bomb in Gregory Lepsky’s
bedroom closet, the FBI found the same recipe on Lepsky’s cell phone.
ISIS has also proved itself to be a skillful propagandist. In November 2016, ISIS released the
third issue of its propaganda magazine, Rumiyah, which details instructions for readers
considering conducting a vehicular ramming attack in an article titled, “Just Terror Tactics.”
Using the July 2016 ramming attack in Nice, France, as an example, it provides detailed
instructions for prospective attackers, from the type of vehicle they recommend using, to
what should be written in the post-attack note. Investigators found that Sayfullo Saipov
used this article as a guide for his attack on the bike path in lower Manhattan on October 31.
• The article explicitly recommends renting a “load-bearing truck … large in size, keeping in
mind its controllability.” Saipov rented a pick-up truck from Home Depot.
• The article suggests targeting “pedestrian-congested streets” that offer “the ability to
accelerate to a high speed.” Saipov chose the bike path in lower Manhattan, just off the
Westside Highway.
• In preparation for the attack, the article reminds the reader to survey “the route for
obstacles … doing the surveillance in an inconspicuous manner.” Saipov drove the route
multiple times in the days before the attack.
• The article instructs the reader to remain inside the vehicle until the attack is over, and
to have a “secondary weapon, such as a gun or knife” on hand. Saipov ended the attack
after crashing his truck into a school bus. In a hurry, he left the knives he’d purchased in
the vehicle and exited, brandishing a paintball and pellet gun.
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• Lastly,

the

article

outlines

specifics

for pledging allegiance to ISIS — “simply
writing on dozens of sheets of paper ‘The
Islamic State will remain!’ or ‘I am a soldier
of the Islamic State!’ prior [to the attack].”
Saipov’s note, which officials found near
his vehicle, read: “No God but God and
Muhammad is his Prophet … It [ISIS]
will endure.”
When Everitt Aaron Jameson was arrested
for planning a December 2017 attack on San
Francisco’s Pier 39, law enforcement found
that he had interacted with ISIS-affiliated
propaganda that specifically encouraged
attacks during the Christmas season. Below
Page from “Just Terror Tactics” in Rumiyah
[Rome] Issue #3

are some examples of images that were
circulating on ISIS-sympathizer Telegram
channels during that time.

From ISIS-Sympathizer Telegram Channel, December 6th, 2017: “SOON WE WILL HEAR
BREAKING NEWS … CHRISTMAS”

9
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From ISIS-Sympathizer Telegram Channel, December 19th, 2017: “Soon in your holidays (translated
from Arabic) … SOON IN CHRISTMAS … what you see is not what you hear (translated from Arabic)”

From ISIS-Sympathizer Telegram Channel,
December 8th, 2017: “SOON AT YOUR
CHRISTMAS”

From ISIS-Sympathizer Telegram Channel,
December 14th, 2017: “WAIT FOR US …
we meet at christmas[sic] in new
york[sic] soon … wait for us (translated
from Arabic)”

ADL CENTER ON EXTREMISM REPORT
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2017 Islamist Extremist Demographics
After analyzing the age and gender of arrested individuals, the Anti-Defamation League
found that involved individuals were, on average, men older than 30.

I. Age—Older
In 2017, the average age of individuals linked to domestic terrorist activity inspired by
Islamist extremist ideology was 30.3 years old. The average age has increased almost every
year since 2012, and the 2017 average suggests that trend continues. Nearly half of those
arrested were at least 30 years old, the oldest being 53. There were no minors arrested for
domestic activity linked to Islamist extremism in 2016 or 2017.
The youngest individuals arrested in 2017 were two 18-year-olds: Zakaryia Abdin of Ladson,
South Carolina, who tried to join ISIS overseas less than a year after he was granted parole
in another terror-related case, and Kaan Sercan Damlarkaya, from Houston, Texas, who tried
to join ISIS in Syria and shared detailed bomb-making instructions online.

Domestic Islamist Extremism in 2017
Islamist Extremist
Domestic
Islamist
Plots in the U.S.
Extremism

Ages
ofof
Domestic
Ages
DomesticIslamist
Islamist Extremists 2012–2017
Extremists in the U.S.: 2012–2017

AVERAGE
AGE

70
60
50

The average age of
Islamist extremists
has increased
nearly every year
since 2012.

40
30
20
Youngest
Average Age
Oldest

10
2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

The oldest individual, 53-year-old Vicente Adolfo Solano of Miami, Florida, planned to blow
up the food court at a local mall during Black Friday sales.

II. Gender—Decreasing Female Involvement
Of the 29 individuals arrested in 2017 for domestic terrorist activity inspired by Islamist
extremist ideology, only two — less than seven percent — were women. In 2014, that
number was 40 percent, and just nine percent in 2015. Women made up only four percent
of domestic Islamist extremists arrested in 2016 and seven percent in 2017.
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Islamist Extremist

Domestic
Plots inIslamist
the U.S.
Extremism
Percent

Women among Domestic Islamist Extremists:

Women
among Domestic Islamist
2012–2017
Extremists in the U.S.: 2012–2017

40%

7% in2017
Women’s involvement
in domestic Islamist
extremist activity
has significantly
decreased since 2014.

20%

‘12

‘13

‘14

‘15

‘16

‘17

• On January 16, 2017, authorities arrested 30-year-old U.S. citizen Noor Salman of Fort
Pierce, Florida, on charges of aiding and abetting her husband, Pulse nightclub shooter
Omar Mateen, and providing material support to the Islamic State. Salman was found not
guilty on both charges on March 30, 2018; she could have faced life in prison had she
been convicted.
• On December 13, 2017, 27-year-old U.S. citizen Zoobia Shahnaz was arrested for
sending $85,000 to ISIS using Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies. If convicted, Shahnaz
faces a maximum sentence of 30 years for bank fraud and 20 years for each count of
money laundering.
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PART II: U.S. ISLAMIST EXTREMIST PLOTS 2002–2017
Methodology
The Anti-Defamation League has analyzed publicly accessible court documents dating
from 2002 for arrests and charges concerning crimes in the U.S. motivated by Islamist
extremist ideology.
In this section, we include plots that satisfy the following criteria: a plot that turned into an
attack, or, in the case of foiled plots, an aspiring attacker who took concrete steps to advance
the plot prior to being arrested by obtaining weapons, conducting target surveillance, or
discussing plans with a co-conspirator or undercover informant. We do not include verbal
or written threats in our tabulations of plots, unless actionable steps were taken to advance
that threatening language.
Additionally, we limited our analyses to plots motivated by foreign terror organizations
like al-Qaeda or Islamic State, or by the Salafi-jihadist ideology that many of these groups
espouse.4 It is worth noting that some attackers’ motivations were difficult to assess based
on the available information. As investigations develop, our assessments may change.
While analyzing the data, we encountered plots that only partially met the requirements.
We have listed these exclusions in an appendix at the end of the report, which also
includes the 127 individuals whose actions met our criteria, along with brief descriptions of
their plots.
Lastly, with few exceptions like the shootings at Fort Hood (2009) and Garland, Texas
(2015), the plots described here were inspired by foreign terror organizations, not explicitly
directed by a specific terror group or member of its leadership. All plots targeted locations
in the United States.

Analyses
Since 2002, 127 individuals in the United States have been implicated for their involvement
in 98 plots or attacks motivated by Islamist extremist ideology. During that same timeframe,
94 incidents of right-wing-related terror plots or attacks in the United States resulted in
161 individual arrests — approximately 1.7 people arrested per incident. This demonstrates
that right-wing terror plots or attacks have involved more people, on average, than Islamist
extremist plots or attacks, which have increasingly been carried out by lone actors.
Additionally, while only seven percent — or 7 — of the Islamist extremist attacks were lethal,
23 percent of the right-wing extremist attacks — or 22 — were deadly. However, since 2009,

4

13

Salafi jihadism strives to conserve Islamic laws and values as they were in the time of the Prophet Muhammad.
Unlike affiliated political and puritanical organizations, Salafi jihadists encourage the use of violence
to implement their beliefs and establish an Islamic State. Christians, Jews and the West are the common
enemy. Salafi jihadists also justify violence against other Muslims (including civilians) if they are takfir
[declared impure].
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the lethality of both Islamist and right-wing attacks has increased dramatically — there
were no lethal Islamist extremist attacks prior to 2009, and 17 of the 22 lethal right-wing
attacks occurred between 2009 and 2017. This is, in part, because extremists are resorting
to simpler methods and simpler targets; on the other hand, historical factors also explain
upticks in both categories of extremist attacks.

Demographics
Of the 127 individuals involved in Islamist extremist-inspired plots since 2002, 66 were
born in the United States — approximately 52 percent of the total. Twenty-five of those
individuals, or roughly 20 percent, were naturalized citizens, and 23 were lawful permanent
or temporary residents—approximately 18 percent. Five of the individuals were foreign
citizens, and eight were in the United States without documentation. This means that 90
percent of the individuals involved in plots were U.S. citizens, lawful permanent or temporary
residents, or in the United States with documentation.

Citizenship
Status
DomesticIslamist
Islamist Extremists
Islamist
ExtremistCitizenship
U.S. Islamist
Status
ofof
Domestic
Plots
in
the
U.S.
Plotting Attacks: 2002–2017
Extremist Plots

Extremists Plotting Attacks: 2002-2017

6%

4%

U.S. Born
Lawful Permanent or
Temporary Resident
Naturalized Citizen

20%
52%

Foreign Citizen
Without
Documentation

18%

90%
Since 2002, 90% of
Islamist extremists
plotting attacks were
U.S. citizens or living in
the United States with
documentation at the
time of their arrest.

Plot Locations
Most of the plots targeted specific individuals or places. Of the 83 specified targets, 22 were
located in New York, and 20 specifically targeted New York City. Florida saw the second
highest number with seven plots, Texas had six, and California and Washington D.C. each
had five plots.
When broken down per capita (one plot per every 100,000 people), Washington, D.C., saw
the highest number of plots, followed by New York, Kansas, Massachusetts, Washington
and North Carolina.
The remaining 15 plots involved targets spread across multiple states, or unspecified
locations like an unnamed stadium or U.S.-based shopping mall.
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Domestic Islamist Extremist Plots by State:
Islamist Extremist
Plots
in
the
U.S.
2002–2017
U.S. Islamist Domestic
Islamist Extremist Plots
Extremist Plots by State: 2002–2017
25

TARGETING
NEW YORK

22

Though widely
dispersed, a
large majority
of Islamist
extremist plots
have targeted
New York.

10
7
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FL

6

5

5

TX CA DC

4

IL

4

4

3

3

3

2

MA NC OH WA VA AZ

2

2

2

KS

PA TN

1

1

1

AR CO MD

1

1

1

1

1

1

MI MN MO NJ OR WI

Plot Targets
After categorizing the 83 plots into either symbolic (military, government, religious, financial
infrastructure) or soft targets (transportation, shopping malls, public squares, universities,
nightclubs/bars, other tourist attractions), we found that the focus on soft targets has
increased significantly since 2014.
Symbolic targets shared the stage with soft targets between 2001 and 2008, but were most
common from 2008 to 2014.
Since 2014, the majority of plots have focused on soft targets. In September 2014, the
late ISIS spokesman and senior leader, Abu Mohammad al-Adnani, released a speech titled,
“Indeed, Your Lord Is Ever Watchful,” calling on ISIS supporters to kill non-believers in
Western countries “in any manner or way however it may be.” Since then, ISIS-inspired
attacks have targeted U.S. universities, shopping malls, nightclubs, bike paths and
public transportation.
Based on these trends, it seems likely that future Islamist extremist-inspired plots will focus
on soft targets rather than symbolic targets.
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Islamist Extremist
Symbolic vs. Soft Targets: 2002–2017
U.S.
Islamist
Plots
in the U.S.
Symbolic vs. Soft Targets

Extremist Plots 2002–2017
Total

10

SOFT
TARGETS
Recent plots have
focused on soft
targets (low-security
public spaces), rather
than symbolic ones
(official, government).

5

Symbolic
Soft
‘02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘05 ‘06 ‘07 ‘08 ‘09 ‘10

‘11

‘12

‘13

‘14

‘15

‘16

‘17

Evolution since 2001
Terrorism in the past 17 years has evolved in tandem with major global developments,
including technological advancements, wars, civil unrest, and an ever-shifting political
economy. When analyzing terror plots in the U.S., it’s important to understand
historical context.

Islamist Extremist
Islamist Extremist Plots by Year: 2002–2017
U.S. in
Islamist
Plots
the U.S.Domestic Islamist Extremist

Extremist Plots Plots by Year: 2002–2017
Total 25

“LONE
ACTORS”
Islamist extremists
have largely shifted
from plotting attacks
in networks to
plotting attacks
as self-radicalized
“Lone Actors”
inspired by terrorist
propaganda online.
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2001–2014
Immediately following the attacks of September 11th 2001, al-Qaeda became a much-cited
inspiration for terror plots.
Between 2002 and 2008, 33 individuals were involved in 16 plots, meaning at least two
individuals on average were involved in each plot. This is likely because people were
radicalizing through physical networks at the time, such as family, friends, colleagues, fellow
inmates, etc.
• 2004 Herald Square bomb plot: Friends Shahawar Matin Siraj and James Elshafay were
arrested in August 2004 for plotting to bomb the Herald Square subway station in
midtown Manhattan and possibly other locations around the city.
• 2005 Los Angeles bomb plot: In August 2005, four men were indicted on terrorism
charges for conspiring to attack military facilities in Los Angeles. The men were exconvicts and formed the group, Jamiyyat Ul-Islam Is-Saheeh.
• Liberty City 7: In June 2006, seven men were indicted for plotting to blow up the Sears
Tower in Chicago and the Miami FBI building.
• Fort Dix Six: In May 2007, six men were arrested for plotting to attack Fort Dix,
New Jersey on al-Qaeda’s behalf.
• 2007 JFK airport bomb plot: In June 2007, four men were charged with conspiring to
attack JFK International Airport and blow up its jet fuel supply tanks and pipeline. The
group met through the Trinidad-based organization Jammat al-Muslimeen.
Beginning in 2008, individuals began to plot attacks independently, rather than through
networks. By 2010, the number of individuals almost equaled the total number of plots for
that year, between 2014 and 2017, 51 people were involved in 47 plots. In both 2016 and 2017,
the number of plots matched the number of individuals involved.
Self-radicalized lone actor attackers pose a particular threat to law enforcement. They are
harder to trace, and they do not operate under the direction of any designated terror group,
which means their motivations tend to be less clear, and their actions less predictable.
Eight of the ten plots in 2008 and 2009 were inspired by al-Qaeda, a trend that coincides
with the group’s April 2008 offensive in Iraq, during which the group urged fighters to
attack U.S. forces wherever possible.
These plots against U.S. military infrastructure reflected that goal:
• May 2009: Four men—James Cromitie, David Williams, Onta Williams and Laguerre
Payen — plotted to shoot down military planes flying out of an Air National Guard base in
Newburgh, New York, and blow up two synagogues in Riverdale, New York.
• June 2009: Abdulhakim Mujahid Muhammad opened fire on soldiers in front of a United
States military recruiting office in Little Rock, Arkansas. He killed Private William Long and
injured Private Quinton Ezeagwulaa.
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• July 2009: Daniel Boyd, the ringleader of an alleged Raleigh-based terror cell, was arrested
for plotting to attack the Marine base at Quantico. Boyd reviewed maps and collected a
weapon he intended to use during the attack, as well as ammunition.
• November 2009: Under the influence of the al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula leader,
Anwar al-Awlaki, Nidal Hassan shot 13 people and injured more than 30 at Fort Hood, Texas.
For years, U.S. foreign policy strategies prioritized al-Qaeda targets and significantly
weakened the group by eliminating its core leadership, including Osama bin Laden. AlQaeda became increasingly decentralized, which may have contributed to the decrease in
domestic plots between 2011 and 2014.
Even amidst these structural losses, al-Qaeda maintained a strong online presence through
its English-language magazine, Inspire.
As al-Qaeda weakened, Islamic State rose from its ashes in Iraq, and in 2011, began to spread
into Syria at the start of that country’s civil war.

2014–Present
After taking Mosul in June 2014, Islamic State made international headlines and gained
notoriety as both a local insurgency and international terror group.
Unsurprisingly, ISIS was cited as the inspiration for 20 of the 21 domestic terror attack
plots in the United States in 2015, including the Garland Texas shooting, the San Bernardino
shooting, the Chattanooga shooting and the UC Merced stabbing attack.
The sharp rise in plots from 2014 to 2015 illustrates ISIS’s profound influence on people
living in the United States. Twenty of the 25 individuals involved in 2015 plots were United
States citizens. The remaining five were either lawful permanent or temporary residents or
naturalized citizens.
To date, the Garland, Texas shooting is the only domestic attack the Islamic State
helped coordinate.

ADL CENTER ON EXTREMISM REPORT
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Conclusion: Lone Actors and Encryption
Telegram has emerged as the platform
of

choice

for

groups

like

ISIS

and

al-Qaeda, eliminating the need for recruits
to receive training abroad, or through virtual
middlemen. Instead, individuals looking to
carry out attacks can find incentive, bombmaking manuals and suggested targets on
a single Telegram channel.
The post below, from a popular private
Telegram channel, “LM [Lone Mujahid]
Worldwide,” illustrates how ISIS and its
sympathizers inspire followers citing battles
over former ISIS territories. If fighters are
unable to travel, the post suggests they
remain local and attack using a car, knife,
or Molotov cocktail. Lastly, it implies that
followers cannot sit idly while their brothers
suffer the coalition “bombing, killing and destruction” abroad; rather, they must take revenge
on the ‘crusaders’ and ‘apostates’ in the West.5
Public and private Telegram channels are rife with these types of posts, which have appeared
in hundreds of law enforcement investigations. Because of its encrypted nature, however,
Telegram makes it challenging for law enforcement to detect developing plots (downloaded
materials are often discovered on suspects’ computers after an attack or arrest).

Appendix
The following individuals were not included in our 2002-2017 data for reasons
listed below:
1.

Hesham Mohamed Hadayet was posthumously implicated for firing at and killing two
people at the El Al ticket counter at the Los Angeles airport on July 4, 2002. He was
not included in our data because he was likely politically motivated and did not express
an explicit Islamist extremist ideology.

5
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The term ‘apostate’ is a Qur’anic term describing Muslims who have renounced the Islamic faith, while
‘Crusader’ is generally used by Salafi jihadists to refer to dominating ‘Crusader powers,’ like the United States
and many European countries, or the 7th-century prophesy detailing the destruction of ‘Roman Crusaders’ (a
modern front for Jews and Christians) in Dabiq, Syria, Indeed, many Salafi-jihadist groups repeatedly refer to
this prophecy in their propaganda. ISIS, in particular, maintains that the struggle portrayed in this prophecy
has not stopped and continues into modern day.
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2.

Ronald Allen Grecula was arrested in May 2005 for trying to build a bomb for al-Qaeda
in exchange for custody of his children by having the undercover informant kill his wife,
or plant drugs near her home. Grecula was excluded from our data because his
motivations stemmed from his hatred for the United States and his desperation to
regain custody of his children.

3.

Naveed Afzal Haq shot at six women and killed one at the Jewish Federation building
in downtown Seattle in July 2006. Because authorities labeled the attack as a hate
crime, and Haq’s actions were not linked to an international terror group, we excluded
him from the data.

4.

Zale Thompson attacked four police officers in Queens, New York, in October 2014,
leaving one critically injured. Police shot and killed Thompson, who expressed anti-white,
anti-Christian and pro-Islamist extremist sentiments on social media. Because
Thompson’s attack did not appear to be solely motivated by Islamist extremist
ideology, we did not include him in the data.

5.

Joshua Ryne Goldberg distributed bomb-making techniques online and posed as an
Australian ISIS member using the online persona “Australi Witness” in September 2015.
Because he was diagnosed with schizophrenia, and adopted many contradictory
personas, posing as feminists and white supremacists as well as ISIS members, we did
not include him in the data.

6.

Clark Calloway expressed pro-ISIS views on Facebook, while also expressing his desire
to attack police and start a race war. He was arrested in May 2017, but because authorities
did not charge him with terrorism offenses, and his race-war plot was not solely motivated
by an Islamist extremist ideology, or by an allegiance to a foreign terror organization, he
was excluded from our data.

7.

Amour Ftouhi stabbed a police officer at Bishop International Airport in Flint, Michigan,
in June 2017. At the time of the attack, Ftouhi expressed anger over the deaths of
people in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, but law enforcement did not link his motivations
to a particular foreign terror organization. In March 2018, federal prosecutors added
a terrorism charge to Ftouhi’s case after he declared his support for al-Qaeda and its
late leader, Osama bin-Laden. His case will be included in future analyses of 2017 plots
and attacks.

8.

Mahad Abdiaziz Abdiraham stabbed two people inside the Mall of America in
November 2017. No motive was determined at the time of the stabbing; however, during
his plea hearing in January 2018, he declared he had planned the attack on ISIS’s behalf.
His case will be included in future analyses of 2017 plots and attacks.

ADL CENTER ON EXTREMISM REPORT 20

Islamist Extremist
Plots in the U.S.

6

21

The 127 Individuals Included in our 2002–2017:
Data Analysis6

NAME

YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Imran Mandhai

2002

Mandhai plotted, in partnership with Shueyb Jokhan, to bomb
several targets in Southern Florida, including Jewish-owned
businesses in Weston, the Israeli Consulate in Miami, Jewish
community centers in Aventura and Broward County, electrical
power stations in Broward and Miami-Dade counties, the
National Guard Armory in Hollywood. He also plotted to attack
Mount Rushmore.

Shueyb Mossa
Jokhan

2002

Jokhan plotted, in partnership with Imran Mandhai, to bomb
several targets in Southern Florida, including Jewish-owned
businesses in Weston, the Israeli Consulate in Miami, Jewish
community centers in Aventura and Broward County, electrical
power stations in Broward and Miami-Dade counties, the
National Guard Armory in Hollywood. He also plotted to attack
Mount Rushmore.

Charles Bishop

2002

Inspired by al-Qaeda and the September 11th attacks, Bishop
crashed a stolen Cessna 172 plane into the Bank of America
building in Tampa, killing himself.

Majid Khan

2003

Khan conspired to assassinate President Musharraf of Pakistan,
deliver finances to chief al-Qaeda operatives, smuggle
explosives into U.S., and launch terrorist attacks against U.S.
infrastructure.

Iyman Faris

2003

Faris plotted to blow up the Brooklyn Bridge, a train in
Washington, D.C. and a mall in Columbus, Ohio.

Ahmed Omar Abu
Ali

2003

Ali plotted to assassinate President George W. Bush and
provided al-Qaeda with information on U.S. domestic targets.

Nuradin Abdi

2004

Abdi plotted to blow up an Ohio shopping mall, provided stolen
credit card numbers to a man accused of buying equipment for
al-Qaeda and traveled to Kenya and Somalia hoping to attend
terrorist training camps.

Yassin Muhiddin Aref

2004

Aref attempted to purchase a surface-to-air missile for a
terrorist attack against the ambassador at the Pakistani
consulate in New York City.

Shahwar Matin Siraj

2004

Siraj plotted, in partnership with James Elshafay, to blow up
New York’s Herald Square subway station.

James Elshafay

2004

Elshafay plotted, in partnership with Shahwar Matin Siraj, to
blow up New York’s Herald Square subway station.

Ahmed Hassan
al-Uqaily

2004

Al-Uqaily planned to "go jihad" on the Jewish community in
the Nashville area, but gave no indication of specific plans. He
told an undercover informant he was angry about the state of
affairs in Iraq and was going to blow something up. Looked into
getting weapons and firearms.

The Anti-Defamation League acknowledges that the following individuals are in different stages of the legal
process, if they were not killed carrying out an attack. Each individual, unless explicitly proven guilty, must be
assumed to be an alleged suspect in the plots detailed below.
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NAME

YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Kevin Lamar James

2005

James plotted, with three other men, to attack Jewish
institutions and other targets in the Los Angeles area, including
synagogues, the Israeli Consulate, Los Angeles International
Airport, U.S. military recruiting offices and military bases.

Levar Washington

2005

Washington plotted, with three other men, to attack Jewish
institutions and other targets in the Los Angeles area, including
synagogues, the Israeli Consulate, Los Angeles International
Airport, U.S. military recruiting offices and military bases.

Hammad Samana

2005

Samana plotted, with three other men, to attack Jewish
institutions and other targets in the Los Angeles area, including
synagogues, the Israeli Consulate, Los Angeles International
Airport, U.S. military recruiting offices and military bases.

Gregory Vernon
Patterson

2005

Patterson plotted, with three other men, to attack Jewish
institutions and other targets in the Los Angeles area, including
synagogues, the Israeli Consulate, Los Angeles International
Airport, U.S. military recruiting offices and military bases.

Michael Curtis
Reynolds

2005

Reynolds plotted to attack the Transcontinental Pipeline, which
runs from the Gulf Coast to New York and New Jersey, as well
as the Alaskan pipeline.

Mohammad Reza
Taheri-Azar

2006

Taheri-Azar drove onto the campus of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill to "avenge the deaths of Muslims
worldwide" and to "punish" the US government. While no
one was killed in the ramming, nine people were injured
(none seriously).

Narseal Batiste

2006

Batiste plotted, with four other men, to attack the Sears
Tower in Chicago, the FBI headquarters in Miami and other
U.S. buildings.

Rothschild Augustin

2006

Augustin plotted, with four other men, to attack the Sears
Tower in Chicago, the FBI headquarters in Miami and other
U.S. buildings.

Burson Augustin

2006

Augustin plotted, with four other men, to attack the Sears
Tower in Chicago, the FBI headquarters in Miami and other
U.S. buildings.

Stanley Grant
Phanor

2006

Phanor plotted, with four other men, to attack the Sears
Tower in Chicago, the FBI headquarters in Miami and other
U.S. buildings.

Patrick Abraham

2006

Abraham plotted, with four other men, to attack the Sears
Tower in Chicago, the FBI headquarters in Miami and other
U.S. buildings.

Derrick Shareef

2006

Shareef plotted to blow up a shopping mall in Rockford, Illinois
(Cherry Vale Mall).

Eljivir Duka

2007

Duka plotted, with four other men, to kill U.S. soldiers at New
Jersey’s Fort Dix Army Base and other army bases and federal
buildings in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C.
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The 127 Individuals Included in our 2002–2017:
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NAME

YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Dritan Duka

2007

Duka plotted, with four other men, to kill U.S. soldiers at New
Jersey’s Fort Dix Army Base and other army bases and federal
buildings in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C.

Shain Duka

2007

Duka plotted, with four other men, to kill U.S. soldiers at New
Jersey’s Fort Dix Army Base and other army bases and federal
buildings in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C.

Mohamad Ibrahim
Shnewer

2007

Shnewer plotted, with four other men, to kill U.S. soldiers
at New Jersey’s Fort Dix Army Base and other army bases
and federal buildings in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Washington, D.C.

Serdar Tartar

2007

Tartar plotted, with four other men, to kill U.S. soldiers at New
Jersey’s Fort Dix Army Base and other army bases and federal
buildings in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C.

Russell Defreitas

2007

Defreitas plotted, with three other men, to attack New York’s
John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK).

Abdul Kadir

2007

Kadir plotted, with three other men, to attack New York’s
John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK).

Kareem Ibrahim

2007

Ibrahim plotted, with three other men, to attack New York’s
John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK).

Abdel Nur

2007

Nur plotted, with three other men, to attack New York’s John F.
Kennedy International Airport (JFK).

Bryant Neal Vinas

2008

Vinas, who trained at an al-Qaeda camp, provided information
about the New York City transit systems to al-Qaeda for
potential terrorist attacks, and fired rockets at an American
military base in Afghanistan.

James Cromitie

2009

Cromitie plotted, with three other men, to attack two
synagogues in the Bronx and shoot down planes at a military
base in Newburgh, New York.

David Williams

2009

Williams plotted, with three other men, to attack two
synagogues in the Bronx and shoot down planes at a military
base in Newburgh, New York.

Onta Williams

2009

Williams plotted, with three other men, to attack two
synagogues in the Bronx and shoot down planes at a military
base in Newburgh, New York.

Laguerre Payen

2009

Payen plotted, with three other men, to attack two synagogues
in the Bronx and shoot down planes at a military base in
Newburgh, New York.

Abdulhakim Mujahid
Muhammad

2009

Muhammad shot two uniformed American soldiers – killing one
– at a military recruiting center in Little Rock, Arkansas.
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YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Daniel Boyd

2009

Boyd engaged in weapons training and conspired to carry out
"violent jihad" overseas. He also allegedly plotted to “attack the
Americans” at a Virginia military base.

Najibullah Zazi

2009

Zazi attended terrorist training camps and assembled bombmaking materials; he attempted to bomb New York City subway.

Hosam Maher
Husein Smadi

2009

Smadi attempted to blow up skyscraper in Dallas, Texas.

Michael Finton

2009

Finton attempted to detonate explosives at the federal
courthouse in Springfield, Illinois.

Tarek Mehanna

2009

Mehanna attempted to wage "violent jihad" against America
by planning to attack a U.S. shopping mall and American
troops in Iraq. He allegedly talked about obtaining automatic
weapons and randomly shooting people in a shopping mall, but
abandoned the plan because he could only obtain handguns,
not automatic weapons.

Ahmad Abousamra

2009

Abousamra attempted to wage "violent jihad" against America;
he planned to attack a U.S. shopping mall and American troops
in Iraq, but he backed out of the plan after failing to acquire
automatic weapons.

Nidal Malik Hasan

2009

Hasan, a U.S. Army major and psychiatrist, fatally shot 13 people
and injured more than 30 others in the deadliest-ever mass
shooting on an American military base.

Hazam Ali Ahmed

2009

Ahmed discussed the possibility of blowing up a shopping
center on behalf of al-Qaeda.

Zarein Ahmedzay

2010

Ahmedzay plotted to conduct coordinated suicide bombings
on New York’s subway system in September 2009 in partnership
with Nabjibullah Zazi.

Raja Lahrasib Khan

2010

Khan provided funds to Ilyas Kashmiri (an al-Qaeda associate)
and planned an attack against an unnamed U.S. stadium.

Wesam el-Hanafi

2010

El-Hanafi provided computer systems expertise to al-Qaeda
in an attempt to modernize the international terrorist
network; he failed in a previous effort to attack the New York
Stock Exchange.

Faisal Shahzad

2010

Shahzad attempted to detonate a car bomb in Times Square,
then tried to flee the U.S. The bomb ignited, but failed to
explode and was disarmed.

Paul Rockwood, Jr.

2010

Rockwood researched explosive components, construction of
remote-triggering devices and ways to build bombs delivered
by mail carriers. He hoped to kill his 15 targets with mail bombs
or by shooting them in the head.

Farooque Ahmed

2010

Ahmed attempted to provide material support to terrorists and
assisted in planning an attack involving multiple bombings at
Metrorail stations in the Washington D.C. area.
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YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Mohamed Osman
Mohamud

2010

Mohamud attempted to set off what he thought was a car
bomb at the Christmas tree lighting in Portland, Oregon.

Antonio Martinez

2010

Martinez attempted to detonate a car bomb at an army
recruiting center in Catonsville, Maryland.

Khalid Ali-M
Aldawsari

2011

Aldawsari plotted to bomb nuclear and hydroelectric power
plants in Colorado and California, the Dallas home of George
W. Bush and the homes of military veterans who had been
stationed at Abu Ghraib Prison in Iraq.

Ahmed Ferhani

2011

Ferhani plotted to bomb multiple targets in New York City,
including an unspecified synagogue, a church, and the Empire
State Building.

Yonathan Melaku

2011

Melaku shot at the USMC museum, Iowa Jima memorial, and
Pentagon. Six months later, law enforcement caught Melaku as
he plotted to desecrate the Arlington National Cemetery.

Abu Khalid AbdulLatif (aka Joseph
Anthony Davis)

2011

Abdul-Latif, in partnership with Walli Mujahidh, planned to
attack a military center in Seattle during a large gathering
of new recruits and their families, using automatic weapons
and grenades.

Walli Mujahidh
(aka Frederick
Domingue, Jr.)

2011

Mujahidh, in partnership with Abu Khalid Abdul-Latif, planned
to attack a military center in Seattle, which would have had
a large gathering of new recruits and their families, using
automatic weapons and grenades.

Michael McCright
(aka Mikhial Jihad)

2011

McCright tried to force a marine’s car off Interstate 5 in Seattle.

Ulugbek Kodirov

2011

Kodirov threatened to kill President Obama on four separate
occasions. He was eventually charged with illegally possessing
a weapon.

Naser Jason Abdo

2011

Abdo plotted to bomb a restaurant near Fort Hood, Texas
frequented by soldiers and their families. He planned to shoot
any survivors.

Rezwan Ferdaus

2011

Ferdaus planned a drone strike on the Pentagon and U.S.
Capitol. He provided two detailed attack plans to undercover
informants, showing photographs of the Pentagon and Capitol
with arrows indicating intended strike targets.

Gholam Shakuri

2011

Shakuri plotted to assassinate the Saudi ambassador and
possibly bomb the Israeli/Saudi embassies in D.C./Argentina.

Jose Pimentel (aka
Muhammad Yusuf)

2011

Pimentel built a pipe bomb which he intended to use against
returning soldiers, army recruitment offices, police officers,
and Jews.
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Sami Osmakac

2012

Osmakac planned attacks on local bars, bridges, and an
operation center for Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office in
Tampa, Florida.

Amine El Khalifi

2012

Khalifi plotted to bomb the U.S. Capitol; he also considered
military targets and a synagogue.

Adel Daoud

2012

Daoud detonated what he thought was a bomb near a
downtown Chicago bar.

Quazi Nafis

2012

Nafis tried to blow up the New York Federal Reserve Bank with
what he thought was a workable, 1000-pound bomb.

Raees Alam Qazi

2012

Qazi wanted to create and detonate a bomb at a gas station in
a crowded part of New York City.

Sheheryar Alam
Qazi

2012

Qazi helped Raees Alam Qazi obtain entrance into the U.S.
(see above).

Erwin Antonio Rios

2013

Rios plotted to carry out a shooting at Fort Bragg; he was
arrested after purchasing what he thought was a stolen weapon
from an undercover FBI informant.

Matthew Aaron
Llaneza

2013

Llaneza plotted to bomb a Bank of America branch in Oakland,
California.

Terry Lee Loewen

2013

Loewen attempted to use a (inert) car bomb at the Wichita
Mid-Continent Airport (now Wichita Dwight D. Eisenhower
National Airport).

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

2013

Tsarnaev and his brother, Tamerlan, detonated two homemade
bombs near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, killing three
people and injuring several hundred others.

Tamerlan Tsarnaev

2013

Tsarnaev and his brother, Dzhokhar, detonated two homemade
bombs near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, killing three
people and injuring several hundred others.

Usaama Rahim

2015

Rahim plotted to behead a police officer, and drew a knife when
approached by police and FBI for questioning. He was shot
dead when he would not drop the weapon.

Elton Simpson

2015

Simpson, along with Nadir Soofi, attacked the “draw a cartoon
of Mohammed” content, sponsored by the American Freedom
Defense Initiative, in Garland, Texas. . One security officer was
shot in the ankle, and both perpetrators were killed.

Nadir Soofi

2015

Soofi, along with Elton Simpson, attacked the ‘draw a cartoon
of Mohammed’ contest sponsored by the American Freedom
Defense Initiative, in Garland, Texas. One security officer was
shot in the ankle, and both perpetrators were killed.

South Carolina
minor

2015

A 16-year-old boy plotted to shoot at North Carolina military
base and then travel abroad to join ISIS.
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Syed Rezwan Farook

2015

Farook carried out a mass shooting, along with his wife,
Tafsheen Malik, at his workplace, the Inland Regional Center, in
San Bernardino, California. Both perpetrators were killed, along
with 14 other people. Twenty-four others were injured.

Tafsheen Malik

2015

Malik carried out a mass shooting, along with her husband, Syed
Rezwan Farook, at Farook’s workplace, the Inland Regional
Center, in San Bernardino, California. Both perpetrators were
killed, along with 14 other people. Twenty-four others were
injured.

Imran Rabbani

2015

Rabbani planned to set off a pressure cooker bomb in New
York City. Was in the car with accomplice, Munther Omar Saleh,
when Saleh charged law enforcement officers with a knife.

Emanuel Lutchman

2015

Lutchman plotted to kidnap people in a Rochester bar on New
Year's eve and execute them; he also discussed planting a
pressure cooker bomb in the same bar.

Mohamed Elshinawy

2015

Elshinawy received money he believed was provided by ISIS in
order to conduct an attack on U.S. soil.

Santos Colon

2015

Colon devised a plan to conduct an attack during the September
2015 papal visit in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The plot involved
using a sniper to shoot the Pope during his Papal mass and
setting off explosive devices in the surrounding areas.

Harlem Suarez (aka
Almlak Benitez)

2015

Suarez plotted to detonate a bomb at a Florida beach and
attack local law enforcement officers in their homes.

Mohammod Youssuf
Abdulazeez

2015

Abdulazeez opened fire at two facilities in Chattanooga;
first, a military recruitment center on Lee Highway, then the
Naval Reserve on Amnicola highway. Six people, including
Abdulazeez, were killed, and two others were injured.

Alexander Ciccolo
(aka Ali Al Amriki)

2015

Ciccolo plotted to plant pressure-cooker bombs at an unamed
local university, he also expressed support for ISIS.

Justin Nojan Sullivan

2015

Sullivan discussed his plans for mass shooting attacks in North
Carolina and Virginia with an undercover FBI agent.

Fareed Mumuni

2015

Mumuni and Munther Omar Saleh plotted to place a pressure
cooker bomb in the New York metro area on behalf of ISIS.

Munther Omar Saleh

2015

Saleh and Fareed Mumuni plotted to place a pressure cooker
bomb in the New York metro area on behalf of ISIS.

Nicholas Rovinski

2015

Rovinski and David Wright plotted to behead anti-Muslim
activist blogger Pamela Geller.

David Wright

2015

Wright plotted, along with Nicholas Rovinski, to behead antiMuslim activist blogger, Pamela Geller and kill other Americans
on behalf of ISIS.
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Abdirahman Sheik
Mohamud

2015

Mohamud trained with Jabhat al-Nusra and returned home
with plans to carry out an attack. He wanted to kill soldiers
"execution style" at a military base in Texas and considered
attacking a prison if he was unable to attack a military target.

John T. Booker Jr.
(aka Mohammad
Abdullah Hassan)

2015

Booker attempted a suicide bombing (which was actually
a sting operation) at Fort Riley military base in Kansas,
purportedly in the name of ISIS.

Christopher Lee
Cornell (aka Raheel
Marus Ubaydah)

2015

Cornell plotted to carry out an attack during President Obama’s
State of the Union address at the U.S. Capitol.

Noelle Velentzas

2015

Velentzas plotted to undertake a domestic bombing, likely
targeting the police, military or the government. She had
watched ISIS propaganda and was in contact with al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula operative Samir Khan.

Jonas Edmonds

2015

Edmonds attempted to help Hasan Edmonds travel to join ISIS,
and planned an attack on a military facility in northern Illinois.

Faisal Mohammed

2015

Mohammed stabbed four people at UC Merced in Merced,
California; he was the only fatality.

Munir Abdulkader

2015

Through his communications with online ISIS operatives,
Abdulkader plotted to kill a U.S. military employee at home, in
addition to attacking a police station in the Southern District of
Ohio with firearms and Molotov cocktails.

Omar Faraj Saeed
al-Hardan

2016

Al-Hardan plotted to bomb two Houston malls, including the
Galleria. He planned to detonate the bombs using cellphones, a
collection of which were found in his apartment.

Nelash Mohamed
Das

2016

Das plotted to kill a Prince George-based military member with
a firearm. He expressed interest in multiple killings targeting
U.S. military personnel.

Mohamed Rafiq Naji

2016

Naji expressed the desire to conduct a ramming attack, similar
to the 2016 Nice, France ramming attack, in Times Square. He
also wanted to travel to join ISIS in Syria and Yemen.

Dahir Adan

2016

Adan stabbed 10 people in a St. Cloud, Minnesota mall before
he was shot to death by an off-duty law enforcement officer.

Edward Archer

2016

Archer attempted to shoot a Philadelphia police officer on
behalf of ISIS. The officer was able to exit his car and shoot the
fleeing suspect, leaving Archer badly wounded.

Samy Mohamed
Hamzeh

2016

Hamzeh wanted to shoot up a Milwaukee Masonic temple. He
had originally planned to travel to West Bank to kill soldiers and
civilians, but changed his plans for logistical reasons.

Daniel Seth Franey
(aka Abu Dawuud)

2016

Franey planned to ambush police officers, attack a Seattlearea military base, and invade an annual gathering of military
officers, intending to "kill them all."
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The 127 Individuals Included in our 2002–2017:
Data Analysis (continued)

NAME

YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

James Gonzalo
Medina

2016

Medina plotted to bomb the Aventura Turnberry Jewish Center,
which includes a synagogue, classrooms and meeting halls,
during Passover.

Omar Mateen

2016

Mateen carried out a mass shooting at Pulse nightclub in
Orlando, Florida, killing 49 and injuring 53 others. Mateen
pledged allegiance to ISIS during the attack.

Mohamed Bailor
Jalloh

2016

Jalloh was arrested after unsuccessfully attempting to purchase
an AR-15 as part of a plot to murder U.S. military personnel.

Mahin Khan

2016

Khan plotted to attack an Air Force recruitment center in
Tucson, Arizona.

Sebastian Gregerson
(aka Abdurrahman
Bin Mikaayl)

2016

Gregerson acquired an illegal arsenal of weapons including
knives, ammunition, grenades, guns and tactical gear with
the help of a Maryland imam. Court documents indicate that
Gregerson plotted to carry out an attack on a building in
support of ISIS.

Ahamd Khan Rahimi

2016

Rahimi placed two pressure cooker bombs in Manhattan, one
of which exploded and injured 29 people. He also deposited a
pipe bomb at the site of a marine charity race in Seaside, New
Jersey, and a bag of pipe bombs in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Abdulrahman
el-Bahnasawy

2016

In the spring of 2016, el-Bahnasawy plotted to carry out
terrorist attacks in New York City, including the subway, during
Ramadan in support of ISIS. .

Thomas Bastian

2016

Bastian plotted to detonate a bomb in the prison where he was
incarcerated; he was going to use AQ's Inspire magazine to
construct bomb.

Marlon Hicks

2016

Hicks wanted to travel to join ISIS, but instead provided
information and supplies to a U.S. government source, believing
the source would carry out an attack in the United States
using explosives.

Abdul Razak Ali
Artan

2016

Artan drove a car into pedestrians at Ohio State University then
exited vehicle with a knife. The attack resulted in 13 injuries and
Artan’s death.

Lionel Williams

2016

Williams, who declared his allegiance to ISIS and ordered an AK47 rifle the day after Syed Rizwan Farook and Tashfeen Malik’s
2015 San Bernardino attack, was arrested after meeting with an
undercover FBI source to discuss a plot to kill law enforcement
officers in Virginia.

Joshua Cummings

2017

Cummings put a gun to an RTD security guard’s neck, opened
fire, and ran away. He claimed to be a soldier of ISIS, but later
denied that affiliation.

Robert Lorenzo
Hester

2017

Hester was charged in federal court for his role in plans to launch
a terrorist attack with persons he believed were associated
with ISIS.
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The 127 Individuals Included in our 2002–2017:
Data Analysis (continued)

NAME

YEAR
ARRESTED

PLOT DETAILS

Gregory Lepsky

2017

Lepsky plotted to detonate a homemade pressure cooker in
Manhattan.

Ali Kourani

2017

Kourani completed a number of intel missions for Hezbollah,
collecting surveillance on U.S.-based individuals associated
with the Israeli Defense Force and U.S. Law Enforcement
institutions in New York.

Vicente Solano

2017

Solano made pro-ISIS videos and attempted to detonate a
(FBI-supplied) fake bomb at Miami’s Dolphin Mall.

Sayfullo Saipov

2017

Saipov drove a rental Home Depot pickup truck into a bike
path in lower Manhattan, killing eight and injuring 12. He then
crashed into a school bus and got out of the vehicle shouting,
"Allahu Akbar" brandishing a pellet and paint gun. Knives were
found in the car.

Akayed Ullah

2017

Ullah detonated an IED in the Port Authority subway terminal,
and was taken into custody, during which time officers located
an exploded crude pipe bomb, a nine-volt battery, wires,
fragments of a metal pipe, wires, screws, etc. He pledged
allegiance to ISIS.

Everitt Aaron
Jameson

2017

Jameson plotted to carry out a violent attack on San Francisco’s
Pier 39 using homemade bombs and an assault rifle.

Note: ADL has shifted from using the term “Islamic Extremism” to “Islamist Extremism.”
“Islamic” is generally understood to refer the religion of Islam as a whole, including scripture,
tradition, religious practice and culture. Previously, ADL took the position that “Islamic”
adequately encompassed the full spectrum of motivations that energized groups such
as ISIS, Al Qaeda, etc., particularly in light of how those groups manipulate scripture and
tradition in their stated objectives. Our thinking has since evolved. We have chosen to use
the term “Islamism” and “Islamist” to refer to the specific belief that “Islamic law or Islamic
values should play a central role in public life … [that] Islam has things to say about how
politics should be conducted, how the law should be applied, and how other people — not
just themselves — should conduct themselves morally.” [Source] Some Islamists, but not
all, are militant or violent extremists. Our report focuses specifically on Islamist extremists,
whose goal is power. We strongly condemn the means these groups use in their attempts
to gain power, and we will continue to call out their extremism. We will do so by terming
it “Islamist Extremism” to more accurately characterize their ultimate objective — political
power — and to set them apart from the vast majority of the world’s Muslims.
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ADL By the Numbers
Our Impact
SPEAK OUT

45
states

and the District of Columbia have
enacted Hate Crimes legislation
based on, or similar to, the ADL
model produced in 1981

INVESTIGATE

11,000

4.2MM students

100%

students impacted through our Holocaust
education program, Echoes & Reflections,
since inception in 2005

of all new FBI agents have been
trained by ADL since 2001

8,000
participants

cases

in which ADL has
provided extremistrelated information
to law enforcement,
including critical, up-tothe-minute background
on extremist threats

TRAIN

EDUCATE

in ADL’s Words
to Action program in
2017, which empowers
and equips students
with constructive and
effective responses to
combat anti-Semitism

+150K

law enforcement professionals

were trained by ADL over the last 10 years,
helping them to fight extremism and build
trust with the communities they serve

1.2MM
students

pledged to speak out and make their
schools No Place for Hate® in 2017

PARTNER

MONITOR

300+
mayors

292

pledged to join ADL through the Mayors’
Compact to Combat Hate, Extremism
and Discrimination, a new partnership
with the U.S. Conference of Mayors

of white supremacist propaganda on
college campuses were tracked and
monitored by ADL in 2017

incidents

HOW ADL IS RESPONDING
ADL has a comprehensive approach to address anti-Semitic incidents and to counter all forms of hate. ADL’s Center on Extremism is a
foremost authority on extremism, terrorism and all forms of hate. The COE’s team of investigators and analysts strategically monitors and
exposes extremist movements and individuals, using cutting-edge technology to track real time developments and provide actionable
intelligence and data-based analysis to law enforcement, public officials, community leaders and technology companies.
ADL also does this work through:
• Reaching 1.5 million students annually with our anti-bias and anti-bullying programs
• Building coalitions among diverse organizations and communities, and boldly advocating against government policies, organizations
and people that promote anti-Semitism, racism and bigotry
• Working in Silicon Valley through ADL’s Center on Technology and Society, which works in close partnership with tech industry leaders
to establish best practices for addressing cyberhate and to develop proactive solutions to fight the spread of anti-Semitism and other
forms of hate online
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